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To  the  Vyefident ,  Cenfors ,  anu 
the  reft  of  the  Fellows  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Fhyficians. 


Gentlemen, 

S  tbe  Matter  in  Delate  he - 
tween  the  Reverend  Doctor 
and  me  falls  principally  under 
your  Cognifance,  you  are  the 
only  proper  Ter  Jons  to  whofe 
Troteclion  1  can  commit  what  1  have  offer  d 
avainfl  his  Notions.  IT  bet  her  the  Ter~ 
formance  is  worth  your  Acceptance ,  you 

your  f elves  can  be  ft  determine .  1  might 

A  2  indeed 
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indeed  have  drefs'd  up  tbefe  Remarks 
in  a  different  Manner ,  hut  thereby  I fhould 
have  difpleafed  fame ,  as  well  as  I fhall  at 
prejent,  for  you  know  in  Matters  of  this 
kind ,  it  is  impojjible  to  write  any  Thing 
+  that  will  pleaje  the  Tafle  of  all.  Some 
may  be  of  Opinion ,  that  1  have  f aid  too  lit¬ 
tle ,  and  others  I  doubt  not  will  think  with 
me,  that  I  have  taken  greater  Notice  of 
the  Todtor’s  Febrifagum  Magnum  than 
it  really  dc Serves.  Let  this  be  as  it  hap- 
■  pens ,  the  Trefcrvation  and  Recovery  of  the 
Health  of  the  Titbit ck  is  a  Matter  of  too 
great  a  Concern  to  be  Jo  far  neglected,  as 
not  to  ingage  tes  to  offer  jomething  to 
oppofe  that  which  has  •  a  direct  Tendency 
to  fruflrate  our  Endeavours ,  for  obtaining 
Jo  valuable  an  End.  As  trifling  as  the  Effay 
+  is,  it  has  found  a  fur  prizing  Acceptance, 
nor  are  there  wanting  fome  ivhofe  Educati¬ 
on  might  have  given  them  a  better  Tafle 
that  defend  our  Author's  Notions ,  and  c- 
fpoufe  his  Caufe.  For  the  Sake  of  theje  I 
have  taken  fome  Tains,  to  fhew  that  the 
‘Dolt  or  is  entirely  unqualified  to  dill  ate  in 


The  Epiftle-  Dedicatory. 

1 Thy  feck ,  and  therefore  that  whatever  is  of * 
fer'd  bj  him  in  our  IV ry,  ought  to  be  very 
much  fufpcSed. 

There  is  not  any  Profejfion  fo  much  abu - 
fed  as  that  of  Phy filch ,  nor  is  there  any 
Nation  whatjoever ,  fo  fiupid  as  to  give  En¬ 
couragement  to  every  filly  ‘Pretender  to  + 
Pbyfich  as  England.  Should  any  En- 
thufiafi  fancy  himfelf  gifted ,  and  dare  to 
mount  a  Pulpit,  in  order  to  communicate 
his  Knowledge  to  the  Populace,  the  Cler¬ 
gy  immediately  fiand  up) on  their  Guard ^  • 
take  due  Care  to  oppofe  the  bold  Attempt , 
and  fpeedily  fupprefs  the  prefumptuous  In¬ 
vader  of  their  Bights.  I  he  Gentlemen 
of  the  long  Robe  are  under  proper  Reflri- 
clions,  and  none  can  be  admitted  to  the 
Bar,  but  by  ajufl  Obfervance  of  the  Cix* 
cumflances previoufly  neceffary  for  the  ob¬ 
taining  of  fucb  an  Honour.  ’ Tis  Phy- 

fick  alone  that  is  invaded  by  all ,  and  e-  * 
ven  vilified  by  the  Ignorance  of  the  Pre¬ 
tenders  to  it.  Tho ’  all  acknowledge  that 
■Life  and  Health  are  the  mofl  valuable 
Blcffings,  yet  tbefe  very  Advantages  af- 

fefi 
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feci  the  Regard  of  the  ‘People  of  this  Na¬ 
tion  the  leaf.  IV "re  a  ’ Suit  oj  Law  de¬ 
pending  about  fome  Matter  of  the  fmallefl 
Account ,  juch  is  their  Concern  for  their 
own  IntereSi ,  that  none  but  the  ablefl 
Councilor  mufl  be  feed  •  yet  fuch  is  their 
Madnefs ,  that ,  when  their  Life  and 
Health  lies  at  flake,  they'll  fly  for  Help 
to  a  Webb  or  a  Wiggins,  neither  of 
whom  under fland  any  more  of  Phyfick  than 
my  Father's  Coach-Mare. 

Gentlemen, 

Tou  are  all  appris'd  of  the  Truth  of 
what  is  here  ajferted ,  as  well  as  1 ,  and 
often  complain  of  thefe  Grievances ,  but 
confider  not  the  Spring  from  whence  they 
flow  •  and  therefore  take  no  Care  to  re- 
drefs  them.  Were  1  to  give  my  Senti¬ 
ments  about  this  Matter ,  /  would  dare  to 
a j firm,  that  the  Caufe  of  all  thefe  arife 
from  your  felves  j  and  that  you  are  the 
Source  from  whence  thefe  Evils  flow. 
You  have  a  Charter ,  by  which  you  are. 
empower'd  to  defend  your  felves ,  and  Je- 

cure 
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cure  the  Honour  of  your  Profeffion.  But 
this  you  indolently  forget ,  nor  ever  put  in 
Execution  the  Laws  againfi  Empiricks 
and  ‘Pretenders  as  you  ought ,  and  are  ca¬ 
pacitated  to  do.  Such  as  arc  qualified  to 
enter  into  your  College ,  you  are  enabled  to 
oblige  j  but  feveral  there  are  who  keep 
their  Chariots ,  and  get  Efhates  by  their  \ 
Pradice,  but  of  thefe  you  take  no  notice  j 
whereas  you  cramp  fuch  whofe  Circumfian - 
ces  won  t  allow  the  neceffary  Sum ,  as  ac¬ 
count  it  an  Honour  to  be  a  Member  of  your 
Society. 

Datveniam  Corvis,  vtxat  Qexjura  Columbas.' 

Xou  have  Statutes  by  which  you  are  en¬ 
gaged  to  refufe  a  Confultation  with  any  ^ 
Pretender,  yet  do  not  many  of  you  con - 
fult  with  Mr.  Butler,  whom  you  lately 
rejeBed  as  unqualified  with  Mr,  Sifter- 
fon,  and  the  celebrated  Mr.  Douce,  all 
which  Gentlemen  are  Surgeons,  wbb  ought 
to  live  by  their  own  Profeffion,  without  in-  + 
termeddling  with  the  Pradice  of  Phyfick, 
fince  they  have  never  bad  an  Academical 
‘  .  Edu- 
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Education ,  which  is  previously  neceffary  to 
qualify  them  j or  fuch  an  Undertaking  ?  By 
this  you  flamp  a  Value  upon  their  ‘Pra¬ 
ctice,  and  give  an  Addition  to  their  Cha¬ 
racter.  No  wonder  therefore  that  the 
Populace ,  who  are  no  Judges  of  their 
Qualifications,  fhould  repofe  their  Confi¬ 
dence  in  them ,  when  they  find  You  think 
them  qualified  to  be  your  Partners  in  Pra¬ 
ctice. 

-  Another  Caufe  of  the  DiJ advantages 
under  which  the  Generality  of  Pbyficians 
■f  -V  labour,  is,  the  Exorbitance  of  your  Fees. 
The  meaner  fort  of  People  cannot  defray 
the  Charges  arifing  for  the  conflant  Atten¬ 
dance  of  Pbyficians,  according  to  the  pre- 
fent  Method ;  therefore  they  are  obliged 
to  have  Recourfe  to  Apothecaries,  Surge¬ 
ons,  and  other  Pretenders,  who  either  cry 
out ,  No  Curb  no  Money,  or  bar¬ 
gain  for  the  Cure  at  a  fet  Price.  Hence 
it  is  that  the  Ignorant  are  conflantly  em¬ 
ployed,  while  Gentlemen  of  a  Regular  E- 
ducation  cant  get  their  Bread  and  that 
of  the  whole  Faculty,  about  Twenty 
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have  a  Superfluity  of  Bufinefs,  while  others 
equally,  if  not  better  qualified,  lie  buried 
in  Obfcurity.  If  the  Fees  therefore  were 
reduc'd  to  a  lower  Rate,  none  of  common 
Senfe  would  ever  employ  the  Illiterate  j 
whereas  at  prejent  they  are  as  it  were  ob¬ 
lig'd  to  it.  Befides  this ,  there  is  another 

which  gives  Encouragement  to  this  Proce - 
dure  of  the  ‘Populace,  and  that  is  the  Me¬ 
thod  of  Prefer  ibing  ufual  among  fame, 
wherein  becaufe  they  are  opprejfed  with  a 
low  and  fervile  Fear  of  difobliging  the  a- 
varicious  Apothecary ,  they  are  too  often 
more  felicitous  in  promoting  his  Intcrcfl, 
than  in  regarding  that  of  their  Patients  : 
Hence  arife  exorbitant  Bills  for  things  of 
little  Value,  which  fo  terrify  the  People f 
that  if  they  have  once  fuffered  this  way,  they 
commonly  take  due  Care  to  avoid  paying  a- 
gain  both  high  Fees  and  exorbitant  Bills. 

The  next  I  fhall  affign  is  your  pt/blifling 
the  Treatifes  which  you  write  in  the  Eng- 
lifh  Language,  or  tranflating  the  Latin 
Authors  into  an  Englifh  Pbrafe.  By  this 
you  expofeyour  Art  to  every  old  Nurfe  and 

a  •  Cham - 
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Chamber-maid ,  and  teach  Coblers ,  <Scn- 
veners ,  and  Tinkers ,  fo  diffiatc  with  Ar¬ 
rogance  in  the  Phxfical  way.  Culpeper, 
Salmon,  Peachy,  and  Quincy,  Got/  be 
j praifed ,  arc  dead !  By  theje  our  Profeffi- 
on  has  been  expos’d,  and  our  ‘Pro Slice  ru¬ 
in’d.  0  may  no  f  uch  Plague  ever  befall 
the  Faculty  again  !  But  for  the  future,  let 
him  be  for  ever  efieernd  a  Quack,  who 
prefumes  to  difeover  the  Art  ofPhyfick  in 
an  Englifh  Stile. 

The  lafl  that  I  f. ball  mention  is  your  al¬ 
lowing  fo  many  Bills  and  Advertifements 
to  be  difpers'd  in  the  publick  Streets ,  and 
publifhed  in  the  News-Papers.  This , 
Gentlemen ,  is  the  Scandal  of  our  Nation , 
the  Ruin  of  our  Constitutions ,  and  the 
greatefi  Encouragement  for  all  manner  of 
ITU  any.  By  this  Practice  of  the  Mifcre- 
anis ,  who  are  their  Authors ,  our  Touth  is 
corrupted,  our  Servants  are  debauched, 
and  our  National  Blood  is  tainted  with  the 
Toner eal  Poifon.  Againfl  this  you  objccl , 
That  ’tisnot  in  your  Power  to  prevent 
this.  I  affirm  it  is.  For  would  you  but 

con ■** 
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concur  to  reprefent  this  Nufance  in  a  pro¬ 
per  Light  to  the  ‘Parliament ,  to  the  ffufli- 
ces  of  the  Peace  for  Weftminfter,  and  the 
Lord-Major  and  Board  of  Aldermen ,  no 
doubt  but  fuch  Me  a  fur  es  would  be  taken, 
as  fijould  for  the  future  put  an  effectual 
Stop  to  fitch  Abufes.  It  is  their  ‘Duty,  1 
confefs ,  to  fupprejs  thefe  Enormities  * 
but  ’ tis  Your  Province  to  remonftrate  to 
them  the  Difadvantages  that  arife  to  the 
Nation ,  by  allowing  fuch  Papers  to  be 
publijoed.  <  * 

Gentlemen, 

You  fee  1  have  not  pur  filed  the  common 
Method  of  Dedications  :  And  had  I  done 
it,  I  jhould  have  only  espofed  my  felf  to 
Cenjure,  fine e  your  PraSice  and  Works 
are  too  glaring  an  Evidence  of  your  Abili¬ 
ties  to  want  the  puny  Recommendation  of 
fuch  a  Pen  as  mine.  VP  hat  1  have  writ¬ 
ten  to  you  is  no  Way  to  promote  my  own 
Practice,  for  indulgent  Providence  has 
bleffed  me  with  a  handfome  Fortune ,  capa¬ 
ble  to  fupport  me  with  Ref  peel  independent 
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of  it.  But  for  the  Sake  of  other  Gentle¬ 
men,  who  are  far  more  deferving  of  ‘Pra¬ 
ctice  than  1 ,  yet  labour  under  the  2, reatefi 
Difficulties  j  I  hope  therefore  you  will  rea¬ 
dily  and  vigor oujly  concur  to  promote  the 
Honour  and  Practice  of  Phyfick,  by  cor¬ 
recting  thofe  Abufes  I  have  now  mentioned, 
than  which  nothing  Pm  fur  e  will  be  a  great¬ 
er  Pleafure  to  theMembers  of  our  Faculty 
in  general,  and  particularly  to. 

Gentlemen, 


Tour  mofi  humble 
and  mofi  obedient  Servant, 


James  Gardner. 


H  E  Effa  v  which  the  Re- 

/ 

verend  Doctor  Hancocke 
has  been  pleafed  to  pub- 
liOi  upon  the  life  of  Com¬ 
mon  Water,  in  the  Cure 
of  Fevers,  under  the  Title  of  Fcbrifu- 
qum  Magnwm ,  having  obtained  fo  gene¬ 
ral  a  Run  among  the  Populace,  fome 
Remarks  upon  his  Treatife  will  not,  I 
hope,  be  an  unacceptable  Entertain¬ 
ment  to  the  Publick.  What  the  Au¬ 
thor  has  advanc’d  upon  this  Head,  is, 
1  am  inclinable  to  believe,  offer’d,  with- 

B  out 
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out  any  the  leaft  Deiign  of  prejudicing 
either  the  Faculty  of  Phylick  in  parti¬ 
cular,  or  the  Publiek  in  general,  but 
with  a  View  of  promoting,  as  far  as  in 
him  lies,  the  common  Good  of  Man¬ 
kind.  However,  the  Doctor  mutt  re¬ 
member,  That  there  is  in  Thyfick ,  as 
well  as  in  Matters  Theological ,  what  we 
call  a  Zeal  without  Knowledge,  and 
that  fuch  a  Zeal  is  very  often  of  fatal 
Confequence,  Whether  this  be  our 
Author’s  Cafe,  or  no,  will  be  fully  ap¬ 
parent  by  the  enfuing  Remarks. 

What  tire  Dodtor  has  propos’d  in  this 
Effay,  is  deliver’d  in  a  very  loofe  and 
unguarded  Manner,  and,  at  the  fame 
Time,  with  a  prodigious  Air  of  Since¬ 
rity  ;  by  means  of  which,  together 
with  the  mighty  Opinion  that  general¬ 
ly  attends  whatever  is  offer’d  by  one  of 
his  Function,  no  final!  Detriment  may 
enfue  to  the  ignorant  and  unwary,  un- 
lefs  timely  prevented.  For  the  obtain¬ 
ing  of  which  End,  tire  following  Re¬ 
marks  are  offered  to  the  Publiek.  The 

Dodlor 
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Da&or  cannot,  I’m  fure,  think  him- 
felf  any  way  aggriev’d  by  fuch  an 
Attempt,  fince  he  himfelf  has  gene- 
roufly  inform’d  us,  ‘Page  19.  that  He 
believes  we  have  now  a  Set  of  as  learn  d 
Phyficians  as  ever  we  had,  or,  perhaps , 
ever  [ball  have  j  by  any  of  whom  (he 
fays)  he  fhall  take  it  as  an  Honour  to  be 
civilly  corralled. 

The  Method  therefore  I  defign  to 
take  in  thefe  Remarks,  fhall  be  this, 
viz. 


I.  I  fhall  examine  the  Character  the 
Dodtor  has  been  pleas’d  to  give 
of  himfelf. 

II.  I  (hall  conlider  the  feveral  Noti¬ 
ons  upon  which  the  Dollar  has 
founded  what  he  advances. 

III.  I  fhall  fake  fome  Notice  of  the 
feveral  Matters  of  Fa£t  which  he 
has  communicated  to  the  Publick. 


In  Profecution  of  the  two  former 
Heads,  if  I  be  not  very  exa£t  in  quo- 

B  2  ting 
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ting  the  Pages  according  to  their  Or¬ 
der,  I  believe  I  fhall  be  readily  par¬ 
don’d,  fince  the  Dodtor  himfelf  obliges 
me  to  tranfgrefs  that  Order,  not  having- 
been  very  foliicitous  in  obferving  a  • 
Method. 

I.  Our  Author,  in  order  to  prepare 
his  Readers  for  what  he  defigns,  to  pro- 
pofe  and  pre-engage  their  judgment  in 
his  Favour,  in  ‘Page  3.  tells  us  — "It 
may  {and  perhaps  jufily )  be  wonder  d  at , 
that  he  who  is  no  Phyfician  fkould  pretend 
to  give  any  jDirechons  about  the  Cure  of 
any  Difeaje.. 

i  allure  the  Dodtor,  that  ( to  ufe  his 
own  Phrafe)  it  is  not  to  be  wonder'd 
at  all.  Has  not  his  Reverend  Brother, 
the  moft  learned,  ingenious,  and  elo¬ 
quent,  Mr.  Maffe y,  dabbl’d  in  the  fame 
Way  ?  Has  he  not  made  the  Method  of 
managing  the  Small  Pox,  the  Subject 
of  a  Sermon,  and  wittily  and  merrily 
inform’d  us,  that  he  is  of  Opinion,  the 
Devil  inoculated  Joby  in  order  to  deter 

us 
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us  from  a  laudible  Practice  ?  Has  not 
Tamer ,  the  Popifh  P  lie  ft,  oblig’d  the 
World  with  a  Vradical  Scheme ,  a 
Treatife  on  the  Plague,  which  he  has 
had  the  Infolence  to  dedicate  to  the 
‘Prefdcnt  of  the  College,  with  leveral 
other  Pieces  of  no  lefs  Value;  all  which, 
for  the  publick  Good,  he  generoufly 
beftows  Gratis?  Has  not  Cam  deli¬ 
ver’d  us  a  learn’d  and  iuccindt  Account 
of  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  with  thepro- 
per  Method  of  Cure  ?  Has  not  the 
wondrous  Marten  publifh’d  a  Treatife, 
Of  the  Difeafes  of  the  Head,  of  the 
Vapours  in  Women,  and  Melancholy 
in  Men,  by  the  Reading  of  which  any 
one  may  be  able  to  cure  them  lei  ves  ? 
Have  we  not  leen  a  Catalogue  of  Cures, 
recommended  to  the  Perufal  of  the 
Publick,  by  the  wonderful  Mr.  Wig - 
sins',  the  Shoe-Maker  of  LeademHall- 

O  7 

Street ,  wherein  the  Charadter  of  his 
Diet  Drink,  Teems  to  be  abundantly 
iuperior  to  that  given  by  our  Dodtor 
to  common  IV ater  ?  Have  we  not  dai¬ 
ly 
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ly  Advertifements  from  Wright  the 
Scrivener  of  Bell  Savage  Tardy  Rayner 
the  Surgeon  in  the  Minor ies ,  Chamber- 
lain  the  Surgeon  of  Well  Clofe  Square , 
the  Author  of  the  Sjmpatbetick  Comgo- 
fition  for  the  Gout  in  Crane  Courts  Moor 
the  Apothecary  in  Ab-Chnrch  Lane , 
with  Crowds  of  others,  learnedly  let¬ 
ting  forth  the  furprizing  Efficacy  of 
their  Remedies,  and  the  Abilities  they 
have  for  curing  various  Diftempers  ? 
Does  not  the  very  knowing  and  witty 
Mr.  Richard  Webby  lately  a  Regimen¬ 
tal  Surgeon,  but  at  prefent  Clap- Doc¬ 
tor  in  ordinary  to  the  Poll:  Office  Gene¬ 
ral,  as  alfo  Dearing  in  Spittle  fields, 
daily  preferibe  and  praCtife  Phylick, 
for  the  Relief  of  diftreffed  Mortals? 
In  a  Word,  is  there  an  Apothecary, 
or  old  Nurie  in  the  City,  that  will 
not,  upon  all  Occafions,  boldly  pre¬ 
feribe,  and  give  Directions  for  the  Cure 
of  unhappy  Patients. 

O  the  glorious  State  of  Phyfick, 
when  Divines,  Scriveners,  illiterate 

Sur- 
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Surgeons,  Apothecaries,  Weavers, 
Shoe-Makers,  and  old  Nurfes,  jointly 
concur  to  give  their  mighty  Affiftance, 
and  generoufly  contribute  to  promote 
both  its  Theory  and  Practice !  And 
O  the  Happinefs  of  regular  Phyficians, 
who  have  the  Honour  to  hand  in 
Competition  with  fuch  a  Crowd  of 
worthy  Philol'ophers,  for  the  Title, 
and  diftinguifhing  Name  of  their  Pro- 
feffion  !  A  Name  formerly  fo  little  in 
rife,  that  only  Princes,  Kings,  Philo- 
fophers,  and  Phyficians,  were  dignifi¬ 
ed  with  the  Title  \  but  now  fo  com¬ 
mon,  that  ’tis  not  only  affum’d  by  eve¬ 
ry  little  Pretender,  either  to  Surgery 
or  Pharmacy,  but  indifferently  given 
by  every  impertinent  Coxcomb,  to 
Surgeons,  Apothecaries,  Farriers  and 
Barbers,  who  are  conftantly  faluted  by 
the  Title  of  Doctor. 

But  it  may  be  objected.  That  there 
is  a  wide  Difference  between  our  Au¬ 
thor  and  thefe,  for  the  one  publifhes  his 
‘Panacea  fairly,  without  the  leaft  De- 

•  -  fiie, 
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fire,  or  Expe&ation  of  Reward,  where¬ 
as  the  others,  with  a  mercenary  View 
of  Gain,  conceal  their  Remedies  as 
wonderful  Arcana. 

Certainly  there  is  . -  For  thefe 

conftantly  attending  their  Patients,  and 
being  for  fome  Time  converfant  in  fuch 
Cafes,  ftupid  as  they  are,  may  poffibly 
luckily  hit  the  Cafe,  which,  if  they 
do,  they’ll  be  fure  to  take  due  Care  to 
blaze  it  abroad,  that  the  World  may 
not  be  infenfible  of  it :  But  by  the  In¬ 
fluence  which  the  Canonic  Robe  con¬ 
ftantly  obtains  over  the  Minds  of  the 
Populace,  and  the  Air  of  Candor,  and 
Regard  for  the  Safety  of  Mankind, 
with  which  the  Doddor  has  communi¬ 
cated  his  Method  :  The  generality 
of  the  common  People,  who  feldom 
or  never  are  any  way  acquainted 
with  the  proper  Cautions  and  Circum- 
ftances  in  which  fuch  Things,  altho’ 
ufeful  in  themfelves,  ought  to  be  us’d, 
are  unwarily  prevail’d  with,  heedlefly 
to  rufh  on  to  their  own  Perdition. 

Our 
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'  Our  Author  having  thus  befpoke  the 
Favour  of  his  Readers,  and  fairly  re¬ 
monstrated  the  Difficulty  of  the  Task, 
in  which  he  was  engag’d,  generoufly 
proceeds,  left  our  Wonder  fhould  hap¬ 
pen  to  be  too  great,  of  which  I  have 
prov’d  there  can  be  no  Fear,  to  give  us 
an  Account,  P.  16.  that  for  the  firfl  fe- 
ven  Tears  of  his  Studies  he  read,  he  be¬ 
lieves ,  as  much  of  mofi  Parts  of  Phyfick , 
as  mofi  did,  that  never  had  a  Thought  of 
making  a  Bufinefs  of  it  ‘  and  had  then  a 
pretty  good  CoUeblion  of  fuch  Authors  as 
were  then  well  thought  of. 

Why,  this  is  no  more  than  the  learn¬ 
ed  Mr.  Id' ebb  and  JVipoins  themfelves 

co, 

affirm,  and  highly  necefiary  it  is,  that 
they  fhould  give  fuch  Relations  of  their 
Induftry  and  Capacity.  For  unlefs  by 
fuch  Means  asthefe,they,  and  the  reft  of 
their  Fraternity,  captivate  the  Mind  of 
their  filly  Adherents,  it  were  impoftible 
that  Mankind  could  be  deluded  by 
them  to  their  own  Difad  vantage. 

Af- 
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After  this  he  very  candidly  proceeds 
in  the  fame  Page  to  give  a  further  Re¬ 
lation  concerning  himfelf,  namely--. As 
he  was  going  to  draw  up  a  very  fbort  Ac¬ 
count  of  his  long  Experience ,  as  to  the 
Cure  of  fever al  Sorts  of  Fevers ,  and  his 
firm  Belief  that  the  Femcdy ,  if  ufed  in 
Time  as  he  would  direct ,  would  cure  the 
‘Plague  :  He  found  he  had  forgotten  the 
moji  common  Terms  in  Phyfick ,  the  very 
Names  of  the  moji  common  Simples  and 
Compofitions ,  and  other  Things  ;  and  that 
he  Jhould  be  forc'd  to  talk  more  like  a  Fool 
than  a  Phyfiaan. 

Had  the  Dodor  been  of  my  Mind, 
he  would  readily  lav’d  himfelf  the 
Trouble  of  giving  this  Account  to  the 
World,  for  if  I  be  not  very  much  mi- 
ftaken,  few  or  none  who  are  any  Way 
acquainted  with  the  feveral  Branches  or 
Parts  of  Phyiick,  will  conceive  any  o- 
ther  Opinion  of  our  Author’s  Perfor¬ 
mance,  or  even  be  induced  to  believe 
that  he  ever  had  any  Notion  at  all  of 
what  he  pretends  to  have  had. 


How- 
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However,  left  this  open  Confeffion 
fhould  make  too  ftrong  an  Impreflion 
upon  his  Readers  Minds,  he  thinks  it 
proper  to  wheedle  them  up  again  to  a 
good  Belief  of  his  Capacity  ;  he  tells 
us,  ‘P.  17,  18.  he  has  within  thefe  lafi  fix 
Months  read  over  2)r.  Sydenham  with  At-  4 
tention  and  Plcafure.  I  hat  he  has  lately 
light  on  Vander  Heiden,  De  Aqua  frigi* 
da,  fero  La$is,}p  Aceto  :  And  that  he  has 
indeed  look'd  into  a  great  many  Phyfick 
Books ,  both  Antient  and  Modern ,  Jo  far  as 
Indexes  could  carry  him. 

One  might  think  that  the  holy  Scrip¬ 
tures  would  have  been  a  more  pleating 
Entertainment  to  this  grave  old  Gentle¬ 
man,  iince  Preaching  the  Gol'pel  of  Je- 
fus  is  his  peculiar  Province ;  the  various 
Commentaries  upon  thefe,  the  Fathers, 
the  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory  ol  the  Anti- 
ents  and  Moderns,  and  the  Canons, 
ftiould,one  would  be  apt  to  believe,  fuf- 
liciently  employ  his  Hours,  without 
allowing  him  Opportunity  to  dabble 
in  the  Theory  or  Pra&ise  of  Phyfick. 

C  2  Au- 
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Augufline  fhould  rather  engage  his 
Thoughts  than  Hippocrates ,  and  Atha- 
naftus  much  more  readily  than  ‘Diemer - 
brock.  Had  he  fpent  his  fix  Months 
upon  ‘Poolers  Sjnopfis  Criticorum ,  and 
Clark’s  Critica  Sacra ,  infiead  ot  Hander 
Heiden ,  I  am  apt  to  believe  it  would 
have  turn’d  more  to  his  Advantage.  In 
a  Word,  the  Perufal  of  the  Cambridge 
Concordance  would  have  been  a  proper- 
er  Amufement  than  the  reading  of  me¬ 
dical  Indexes,  or  even  of  his  beloved 
Sydenham  himfelf.  Durft  I  prefume  to 
give  Counfel  to  fo  grave  a  Gentleman, 
1  would  ad  vile  him  to  quit  fitch  roving 
’Thoughts,  and  to  apply  himfelf  clofely 
to  his  own  Profeflion.  Let  him  leave 
Phyfick  to  thofe  Gentlemen  whofe  Pro¬ 
vince  it  is,  and  ceafe  to  be  folicitous  to 
kill  for  God’s  Sake.  For  I  affure  him, 
that  a  Difcourfe  upon  Faith  and  Re¬ 
pentance  would  have  been  abundantly 
more  becoming  his  Character  than  a 
filly  Treatife  upon  the  life  of  Water, 
and  that  Dr.  JVater land’s  Defence  of  his 

Que- 
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Queries  will  be  read  with  Applaufe> 
when  poor  Febrifugum  Magnum  will 
be  hiffed  at  with  Scorn,  and  condemn’d 
to  difcharge  fuch  Duties  and  Services 
as  are  neceffary  in  the  Jakes.  Had  he  been 
lwoln  with  the  Conceit  of  having  made* 
fome  new  Difcovery,  or  coniiderable'- 
Improvements  in  a  Matter  which  might 
prove  an  Ad  vantage  or  Benefit  to  the 
Fublick,  an  Account  of  it  in  a  Letter  to 
the  Royal  Society ,  would  have  (if  va¬ 
luable)  found  a  favourable  Acceptance, 
and  have  anfwered  all  the  Ends  he 
could  poffibly  propofe  without  the 
leaft  Fear  that  it  might  be  of  any  dan¬ 
gerous  Confequence. 

II.  The  Defign  of  our  Author  in  his 
Pamphlet  is  to  recommend  to  the 
World  the  cool  Regimen ,  and  particu¬ 
larly  the  Ufe  of  cold  Water  in  Fevers  ; 
in  order  to  ftamp  a  Value  upon 
what  he  fays,  he  mentions  feveral  con- 
hderable  Authors,  who  authorize  the 
fame,  fuch  as  Hippocrates ,  Galen ,  Ri- 

vcrittsf 
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verius ,  Sydenham ,  Pitcairne ,  Friend 
and  Mead.  Upon  this  1  would  be  ve¬ 
ry  willing  to  know  how  he  comes  to  be 
fo  very  folicitous  about  the  cool  Regi¬ 
men, fince  he  finds  it  fo  well  eftablifhed 
already  by  the  Authority  and  Practice 
of  fuch  able  Phyficians.  By  quoting 
thefe  Authors  he  plainly  acknowledges 
that  the  Faculty  were  l'ufficiently  ap¬ 
pris’d  of  all  this  before  his  Febrijugum 
Magnum  was  ever  publifh’d.  Now 
they,  having  always  thefe  Authors  in 
their  V  iew,  and  being  conftantly  con- 
verfant  in  the  Matters  treated  of  by 
them,  muft  certainly  be  allowed  the 
beft  Interpreters  of  their  Works.  The 
Populace  he  muft  confefs  are  not  proper 
Judges,  not  being  previoufly  inftrudted 
Jn  the  Studies  neceuary  to  qualify  them 
for  making  a  due  Determination.  Con- 
fequentlyour  Reverend  Do£tor,inftead 
of  doing  Service  to  the  Publick,has  con¬ 
tributed  to  its  Diiadvantage,  by  enfna- 
ring  filly  People  to  their  own  Deftrucftion; 
and  inftead  of  advancing  natural  Philo- 

fophy. 


Febrifugum  Magnum,  i  $ 

fophy,  or  the  Practice  of  Phyfick,  he 
has  only  laid  what  has  been  often  men¬ 
tioned  and  pradtifed  before. 

But  the  Dodtor  objedls,  T.  i 8— Indeed 
I  have  looked  into  a  great  many  Phyfick 
Books  ,both  Anitent  and  Modern,  and  cannot 
find  the  leafi  of  my  Notion ,  and  fo  can  pro¬ 
duce  no  Authorities. 

The  Dodtor’s  Way  of  Reafoninghere 
is  much  of  a  Piece  with  what  is  to  be:, 
met  with  thro’  his  whole  Performance. 
His  Argument  is  this,  I  could  not  find 
in  the  Indexes  that  I  read  for  the  Space 
of  fix  Months,  any  Author  prefcribe 
cold  Water  for  Sweating,  therefore  none 
but  my  felf  ever  did.  In  order  there-, 
fore  to  fbew  that  our  Author  has  no 
Right  to  lay  Claim  to  this  Notion  as 
his  own,  I  fhall  produce  a  Paffage  or 
two  wherein  it  will  fully  appear  that 
cold  Water  has  been  frequently  ufed  for 
the  fame  Purpofe.  The  firft  is  in 
Chap.  9.  of  Profper  Alpinm  de  Medi- 
cina  Egypticorum ,  where  Guilandinm ,  P. 
46.  fays  '-'—Audio  etenim  ( quod  olim, 

cum 
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cumCayri  moram  facer  cm,  ctiarn  obferva- 
vi )  in fengulis  fere  corporibus  ab  ipfis  e- 
potis  Aquis ,  jlatirn  vel  copiojas  urinas  vel 
fudores  vel  per  alvum  dejediones  obferva- 
ri. 

The  Second  Paffage  is  Alpinus' s  Con¬ 
firmation  of  what  Guilandinm  advanced 
in  thefe  Words,  P.  4.6.  Confirmo  tuam 
jententianty  atque  me  in  omnibus  corporibm 
obfcrvaffcy  citijjime  illas  aquas  Cayri  dare - 
jadasy  vel  per  Alvum  vel  per  Ufindm, 
vel  Sudorem  cxiiffe. 

A  little  lower  in  the  fame  Page,  the 
fame  Author  expreffes  himfelf  thus ; 
Nhhi  verb  Aquam  illam  per  Urinamy  at - 
que  fcepijjime  per  Sudorem  cptire  continge- 
bat. 

But  what  feems  moft  to  ourPurpofe, 
as  it  comes  neareft  to  the  prefent  Cafe, 
and  appears  to  fquare  with  the  Do¬ 
lor’s  Method  and  Practice,  is  what 
follows  in  the  fame  Page,  viz.  In  cejhvis 
caloribm  node  qualibet  fcepijjime  ob  fitim 
intenfijfimamy  qua  omnes  tunc  temporis  ex 
calore  ambientis  cruciantur  largijjime  fa- 
;  "  '  "  •  pi  fjmeque 
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ptjfmeque  ex  Aqua  bibelam,  a  qua  femper 
in  copiofiffimum  Sudorem ftatim  erumpe- 
bam}  ita  ut  quoties  ex  ea  ebiberem  toties 
femper  exudarem. 

Befides  thefe,  fome  kind  of  Proof 
may  be  brought  to  Ihew  that  the  Do- 
6tor  is  miftaken  from  what  he  advances, 
5P.  6.  wherein  he  fays.  Many  Writers 
confefs  the  Antients  gave  Water  in  Fe¬ 
vers.  And  P.  1.  He  informs  us,  that 
Galen  advifes  bis ‘Patients  to  dunk  Wa¬ 
ter  till  they  look  pale  with  drinking  it. 

Upon  this  it  will  not  be  improper  to 
propofe,  To  what  Purpofe  fhou’d  he 
advife  fuch  plentiful  Draughts, .  unlefs 
it  were  to  promote  fome  copious  Secre¬ 
tion.  Sure  he  cou’d  not  be  fo  ftupid  as 
to  think  that  fuch  a  Quantity  taken, 
cou’d  be  of  any  Service,  unlefs  an  equal 
Quantity  were  difcharged,  in  Conhde- 
ration  that  his  Patients  are  already  too 
much  opprefied  with  an  over-bearing 
Quantity  of  Humours.  Galen  was  too 
well  acquainted  with  the  Mechanifm 
of  the  Human  Body,  and  the  Operation 

D  of 
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of  Medicines,  not  to  know  that  by  the 
Defcent  of  fuch  a  Quantity  of  cold 
Water  into  the  Stomach,  there  muft 
immediately  arife  a  Conftri&ion  of  the 
Canals  of  the  whole  Body.  Whence 
proceeds  a  ftronger  Vibration  of  the 
Arteries,  and  greater  Impulfe  of  the 
Heart,  by  Means  of  which  the  circu¬ 
lating  Fluids  being  hereby  diluted, muft 
be  more  forcibly  driven  to  the  utmoft 
Extremities,  by  which  the  Obftru&i- 
ons  being  removed,  and  the  Pores 
made  more  patent,  a  Difcharge  by  the 
feveral  fecerning  Canals,  particularly 
thofe  of  the  Skin,  muft  confequently 
enfue.  Can  it  then  be  fuppofed,  ftnce 
this  Account  is  fo  natural,  that  Galen 
lhou’d  be  unapprifed  of  it,  and  with¬ 
out  fuch  a  View  prefcribe  what  other- 
wife  muft  at  firft  Hearing  be  difallow- 
ed  by  the  common  Senfe  of  Mankind. 
Tho’  indeed  our  Author,  who  feems  in- 
tirely  ignorant  of  the  Method  whereby 
Water  produces  a  Sweat  (becaufe  he  no 
where  accounts  for  it)  and  appears  to 

con- 


condemn  Galen  for  prefcribing  that 
which  he  himfelf  recommends,  is  un¬ 
acquainted  with  the  Matter  ;  yet  I  fee 
no  Reafon  why  I  fhould  fuppofe  That 
admirable  Phyfician  under  the  fame 
Circumftances  with  this  dogmatical 
Gentleman. 

In  P.  4,3.  Our  Author  takes  a  Cold  to 
be  a  beginning  Fever.  Let  me  therefore 
ask  the  Doctor  whether  or  no  he  has 
.  not  often  heard,  a  Draught  of  cold  Wa¬ 
ter,  in  which  a  dic’d  Pippin  has  been  in¬ 
fus’d,  prefcribed  as  a  proper  Remedy 
when  going  to  Bed  ?  He  readily  con- 
feffes  he  has.  To  what  Purpofe  then 
is  this  intended,  but  to  dilute  the  Hu¬ 
mours,  unbend  the  too  tenfe  Fibres, 
diflolve  the  acrimonious  Salts,  that  rend 
and  irritate  the  tender  Veficles  of  the 
Lungs,  and  carry  them  off  by  Sweat, 
and  infenfible  Perfpiration  ?  The  whole 
Difference  therefore  between  him  and 
others,  is,  that  he  will  have  cold  Wa¬ 
ter  only,  and  they  choofe  to  have  a  Pip¬ 
pin  with  it. 


From 
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From  what  has  been  offer’d  upon 
this  Head,  I  believe  it  appears  pretty 
manifeft,  that  the  Do&or  has  but  very 
flight  Pretenfions  to  the  Notion  which 
he  claims  as  his  own,  and  that  he  can¬ 
not  much  boaft  of  his  great  Improve¬ 
ments  of  it :  I  proceed  therefore  to  fet 
in  a  clear  Light,  the  feveral  Matters, 
upon  the  erroneous  Conception  of 
which,  he  has  founded  the  whole  of 
his  admirable  Performance. 

i  1 

In  T.  6.  He  tells  us — --Andfome  ob~ 
jed  that  ( uch  cooling  Things  beget  Objlru - 
dions  :  Which  is,  I  think ,  only  quite  con¬ 
trary  to  Truth - Obferve  his  Reafon 

- — For  I  fear  mofl  of  the  Obfirudions  of 
the  Canals  in  the  Bodies ,  both  of  Men,  and 
thofe  that  are  peculiar  to  Women  too,  come 
from  a  preternatural  Heat  and  ‘Drinefs  of 
the  Blood  and  Juices. 

If,  as  he  affirms,  only  moft  of  the  Ob- 
ftruftions  of  the  Canals  proceed  from 
the  preternatural  Heat  and  Drinefs  of 
the  animal  Juices,  there  certainly  muff 
be  fome,  that  take  their  Rife  from  th£ 

v  t  i  *■ •  > 
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contrary  Qualities  of  the  faid  Juices. 
How  then  can  it  be  only  quite  contrary 
to  Truth,  that  cooling  Things  give 
rife  to  Obftru&ions.  And  beeaufe  the 
Reverend  Doctor  has  got  a  panic  Fear 
upon  him,  that  moil  of  the  Obilru&i- 
ons  in  the  Canals,  owe  their  Original 
to  a  preternatural  Heat,  muft  we  there¬ 
fore  without  any  further  Reafon,  enter¬ 
tain  the  fame  Fear,  and  rufh  into  the 
Belief  that  cooling  Things  cannot  be¬ 
get  Obftru&ions  ?  If  the  Doctor  had  any 
particular  Caufe  or  Reafon  for  his  Fear, 
good  Nature  might  have  prevail’d  with 
him  to  make  a  Difcovery  of  it  to  the 
Publick,  the  which  is  altogether  incum¬ 
bent  upon  a  Phyiician,  and  more  be¬ 
coming  a  Philofopher,  than  to  aflert 
without  any  Shew  of  Reafon.  But 
now  I  recollect,  he  is  in  fome  Meafure 
to  be  pardoned,  for  he  himfelf,  T.  1 5. 
has  generoufly  acknowledg’d — '—That 
be  is  no  ‘Phyfician ,  and  but  a  Smatterer 
in  any  kind  of  ‘Pbylofopby.  Had  he  con¬ 
sidered  that  whatever  is  capable  to  de- 
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ftroy  or  leflen  the  Elafticity  of  the  Ca¬ 
nals,  and  render  the  Motion  of  the  Flu¬ 
ids  languid,  mu  ft  certainly  occafion 
Variety  of  Obftrudlions,  in  Confidera- 
tion  that  the  Particles  of  the  flowing 
Fluids  have  hereby  a  greater  Opportu¬ 
nity  of  uniting  into  larger  Globules  : 
The  which  Globules,  theVeflels  (ha¬ 
ving  now  loft  their  Spring)  not  being 
able  to  comminute,  muft  neceflarily 
bung  up  the  Orifices,  prevent  Perlpi- 
ration,  diftend  the  Veflels,  raife  Tu¬ 
mours, or,  in  other  Words,  occafion  Ob- 
ftrudtions.  Now  all  this  is  performed 
by  the  repeated  or  indifcreet  life  of 
cold  Water  >  confequently  cooling 
Things  create  Obftrudtions,  which  is 
the  Point  that  was  to  be  demonftra- 
ted. 

At  the  End  of  V.  7.  Our  Author  in* 
forms  us,  that  Dr.  Pitcairne  fays,  that 
Blooding  both  promotes  the  Circulation , 
and  takes  away  the  V^ifcidity  of  the  Blood 
— — Upon  which  he  thus  comments — — 
It  promotes  the  Circulation  indeed  while 

the 


Fekrifugum  Magnum.  2  3 

the  Blood  is  flowing,  but  he  himfelf  is 
forced  to  confefs ,  it  flags  the  more  af¬ 
ter. 

Our  Commentator  here  is  egregiouf- 
ly  miftaken  in  two  different  Refpe&s, 
namely,  1.  In  that  he  denies  that  Ve- 
nefe&ion  or  Blooding,  as  he  calls  it, 
promotes  the  Circulation  :  And,  i.  In 
that  he  does  not  underftand  the  Mean¬ 
ing  of  Dr.  Titcairne.  That  Phleboto¬ 
my  promotes  the  Circulation  of  the 
Blood  in  the  Veffels  is  plain,  for  the 
Blood  being  hereby  in  fome  Meafure 
emptied,  the  remaining  Mafs  rauft  cer¬ 
tainly  be  lefs,  confequently  the  flowing 
Blood  meeting  with  lefs  Oppofition  be¬ 
fore, has  the  lefs  Refiftanceto  overcome; 
therefore  loofes  lefs  of  the  Force  impref- 
fed,  confequently  has  a  quicker  Moti¬ 
on,  or  in  other  Words,  the  Circulati¬ 
on  of  the  Blood  is  promoted.  Again, 
by  this  Inanition  of  the  Canals,  the  Di- 
ftention  of  the  Veffels  is  taken  off, 
their  Spring  is  reftored,  the  Compreflion 
of  the  lateral  Canals  is  removed,  upon 

which 
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which  Accounts  the  Obftacles  lying  in 
the  Way  being  no  more,  the  lefs  Re- 
fiftance  is  to  be  overcome  ;  now  luppo- 
fing  the  fame  Quantity  of  Spirits  as  be¬ 
fore,  to  be  tranfmitted  into  the  Heart, 
in  Confideration  that  the  Blood  has  an 
additional  Impulfe  communicated  to  it, 
not1  only  by  the  increafed  Spring  of  the 
Veffels  in  which  it  moves,  but  by  the 
enlarg’d  Elafticity  of  the  furrounding 
Veffels  alfo,  it  cannot  be  denied  but 
that  the  Motion  of  the  Blood  muff  be 
quicker,therefore  the  Circulation  of  the 
Blood  is  promoted  by  Veneledtion, 
which  is  the  Propofition  that  was  to  be 

is, in  that  he  does 
not  underftand  the  Meaning  of  Dr.  Tit- 
cairne ,  for  that  Gentleman  confeffes  in¬ 
deed  that  the  Motion  of  Blood  after  V e- 
nefe&ion.is  flower  than  the  Motion  of  it 
while  the  Blood  is  flowing,  namely,  be- 
caufe  of  the  inconfiderable  Refinance 
it  meets  with,  but  no  where  allows  that 
its  Motion  after  Bleeding  flags,  or  is 

flower 


proved. 
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flower  than  the  Motion  it  had  be  lore 
Venefedion  was  ordered,  which  is  the 
Notion  of  our  Author,  but  entirely 
contrary  to  the  Truth,  as  I  have  alrea¬ 
dy  demonftrated. 

In  the  Sentence  immediately  follow¬ 
ing  the  former,  P.  8.  he  proceeds  thus 

And  as  to  curing  its  Vifcidity ,  I  con¬ 
fers  1  have  no  Notion  bow  farting  with 
fix,  eight  or  ten  Ounces  of  Bloody  can 
much  ajfeSl  the  Vtfcidity  of  the  Blood  all 
over  the  Body. 

A  ftrange  way  of  Reafoning  indeed  ! 
Becaufe  he  who,  as  he  confeffes,  is  no 
! Phyfician ,  and  but  a  Smatterer  in  any 
hind  of  Phylofophy ,  has  no  Notion  of 
the  Matter,  does  it  therefore  follow, 
that  VenefeCtion  can  havenofuch  Ef¬ 
fect  ?  Dr.  Pitcairne  afferts  indeed,  that 
Breathing  a  Vein  takes  away  the  Vilci- 
dity  of  the  Blood,  but  neither  menti¬ 
ons  the  Quantity,  nor  how  often  the 
Operation  fliould  be  repeated,  leaving 
both  one  and  the  other  to  the  Directi¬ 
on  of  the  Phylician,  according  to  the 

E  Cir- 
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Circumftances  of  the  Cafe  before  him.' 
However,  notwithstanding  our  Author 
is  ignorant  of  the  Matter,  it  is  neverthe- 
lefs  evident,  that  taking  away  fuch  a 
Quantity  as  he  mentions,  carries  off  the 
Vifcidity  of  the  Blood.  For  if  ten 
Ounces  be  evacuated,  the  remain- 
ing  Mafs  muff  be  lefs,  the  Diftention 
of  the  V  effels  is  in  fome  Meafure  taken 
off,  the  Elafticity  is  reftored,  the  Mo¬ 
tion  is  quicker,  the  Comminution  is 
greater,  Obftrudfrons  are  remov’d.  Se¬ 
cretions  are  enlarged,  confequently 
therefore  the  Vifcidity  of  the  whole 
Mafs  muff  gradually  decreafe,  which  is 
the  Point  that  was  to  be  proved.  If 
the  Dodfor  is  willing  to  fee  a  larger  Ac¬ 
count  of  this  Matter,  I  refer  him  to  the 
feveral  Authors  that  have  treated  on 
this  Subjedt. 

Under  the  fame  Head,  T.  i8.  He 
expreffes  hirnfelf  thus— — But  then  on  the 
other  Hand ,  I  can  hardly  believe  that  the 
taking  away  fix  or  eight  or  ten  Ounces  of 
Blood ,  in  the  Beginning  oj  a  Fever ,  can  do 
any  great  Good,  Here 
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Here  again  we  are  plagu’d  with  an 
Account  of  what  he  can’t  believe ;  as  if 
his  Belief  in  Matters  Philofophical  was 
to  be  the  Standard  of  our  Reafcn  a  Sure 
the  Dodtor  can  be  induced  to  believe 
that,  after  a  Vein  has  been  open’d,  and 
ten  Ounces  taken  away,  the  remaining 
Mai's  is  by  fo  much  decree  fed  ;  if  there¬ 
fore  follows,  as  has  been  already  demon- 
ftrated,  that  the  larger  Veliels  are  lefs 
diftended,  the  fmaller  are  lefs  com- 
prefled  by  a  confiderable  Degree,  Ela- 
fticity  is  reftored,  the  Circulation  is 
promoted,  Obftrudtions  are  removed, 
and  the  Secretions,  particularly  that 
of  Sweat  or  infenlibleTranfpiration,  are 
encreafed  ;  wherefore  the  Quantity  of 
the  remaining  Humours  is  leffen’d,  the 
Particles  of  the  circulating  Fluids  be¬ 
ing  now  lefs  crowded,  occupy  a  larger 
Space,  the  Point  of  Contadf  is  dimi- 
nifbed,  their  Cohaefion  or  Attradfion 
is  lefs,  their  Attrition  is  weakened, 
confequently  the  Heat  of  the  whole 
Body,  which  is  the  Effedt  of  Attrition, 

xi  a  is 
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is  in  a  great  meafure  abated  ;  where¬ 
fore  the  Fever  is  much  leflen’d,  which 
is,  as  our  Author  expreffes  it,  a  very 
great  Good  ;  therefore  the  taking  a- 
way  eight  or  ten  Ounces  of  Blood  in 
the  beginning  of  a  Fever,  is  a  great 
Good,  which  is  what  was  to  be  demon- 
lira  ted. 

But  becaufe  in  this  Place,  viz,  J\ 
78  the  DoCtor  feems  willing  to  offer 
fome  Grounds  for  his  Belief,  which  he 
very  feldom  does,  let  us  fee  of  what 
kind  they  are.  The  firft  immediately 
follows  the  Sentence  laft  quoted,  and  is 
this — The  taking  fw,  eight  or  ten  Ounces 
of  Blood ,  in  the  beginning  of  a  Fever ,  can* 
not  void  (as  he  calls  it)  any  Morbifich 
Matter  out  of  the  Blood,  take  notice  of 
his  Real'on,  for  no  more  of  that  can  come 
than  what  is  in  that  Blood  that  is  let  out. 

What  can  the  DoCtor  mean  by  amu- 
fing  the  World  with  fuch  palpable 
Contradictions  ?  By  affirming  that  no 
more  of  the  morbifick  Matter  can  be 
evacuated,  than  what  is  in  the  Blood 
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that  is  let  our,  he  plainly  acknow¬ 
ledges  that  fome  of  it  is  difcharged, 
and  yet  he  contradi&s  himfelf  with 
the  fame  Breath,  and  fays,  Venefefti- 
pn  cannot  void  any  morbifick  Matter. 
Again,  our  Author  intimates  here,  that 
he  is  of  Opinion,  that  the  morbifick . 
Matter  is  fome  itrange  Monfter  entirely  ‘‘ 
different  from  the  Mafs  of  Blood  it 
felf ;  whereas  the  learned  'Doctor  is  ve¬ 
ry  much  miftaken,  for  ’tis  no  more  than 
that  Fluid  fo  altered  as  to  Quantity  or 
Quality  (namely,  as  to  the  Figure,  Co-, 
hetion,  Bulk,  or  Motion  of  its  Parti¬ 
cles)  that  the  Animal  Secretions  can¬ 
not  be  duly  performed. 

His  lecond  Argument  is  couch’d  in 
the  Sentence  enfuing  the  former,  and  a 
doughty  one  it  is !  namely,  Fenefetfi- 
m  cannot  do  any  good  for  promoting  the 
Circulation  of  the  Blood  (pray  obferve 
his  Reafon)  for  there  is  no  Difficulty  of 
Circulation  in  the  Veins ,  but  in  the  Ar¬ 
teries,  from  the  Obftrufiion  that  gene¬ 
rally  is  in  Fevers. 


■  The 
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The  Stupidity  of  this  Objection, 
which  by  him  I  find  is  accounted  an  in- 
vinfible  Argument,  is  fo  very  apparent 
at  firft  Sight,  that  the  bare  mentioning 
of  it,  is  fufficient  to  expofe  it  to  any 
that  are  in  the  leaft  acquainted  with 
the  Structure  and  Mechanifm  of  an  a- 
nimai  Body.  The  Veins  are  no  more 
than  the  Arteries  revers’d,  for  where 
an  Arrery  ends,  there  a  Vein  begins,  fo 
that  the  Artery  and  Vein  make  up  one 
continued  Canai,  from  the  Heart  to  the 
Extremity,  and  from  the  Extremity  to 
the  Heart  again.  Thefe  continued  Ca¬ 
nals,  namely,  Arteries  and  Veins,  are 
continually  full,  hence  it  is  that  at  e- 
very  Contraction  of  the  Heart,  .the 
Pulle  at  the  fame  Time  is  felt  over  the 
whole  Body  :  Now  fuppofing  a  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Blood  to  be  drawn  from  any 
Vein,  it  necefiarily  muft  follow,  that 
the  Blood  contain’d  inthecorrefponding 
Artery,  to  which  that  Vein  is  a  Conti¬ 
nuation,  muft  meet  with  lefs  Refi¬ 
nance,  confequently  its  Motion  in  the 

An? 
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Arterial  Veflel  muft  be  very  much  in- 
creafed,  therefore  its  Vifcidity  is  re¬ 
mov’d,  and  the  Obftrudion  is  taken  off; 
hence  it  muft  of  Confequence  be  allow¬ 
ed,  that  breathing  a  Vein  will  certainly 
promote  the  Circulation,  altho’  we  lup- 
pofe  the  Obftrudtions  confift  in  the  Ar¬ 
teries  only. 

His  third  Argument  againft  V enefe- 
dion  is  this — Nor  can  it  much  affefi  the 
nervous  Juice.  ? 

For  the  Support  of  this  Aflertion,  the 
Dodor  has  afligned  no  Reafon  ;  where¬ 
fore  if  I  fhould  barely  deny  it,  and 
fo  put  him  upon  the  Proof  of  it,  it 
would  be  fufficiently  anfwered  ;  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  Publick  may  fee  what  a 
Philofopher  he  is,  and  how  fit  to  di¬ 
date  in  the  phyfical  Way,  it  will  be 
proper  toobferve,  that  our  Author  him- 
felf  allows  that  in  a  Fever,  there  is  an 
overbearing  Quantity  of  Fluids ;  to 
what  purpofe  elie  does  he  recommend 
fuch  copious  Evacuations  by  Sweat ; 
and  again,  that  thefe  Fluids  are  vifcid, 

for 
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for  if  he  was  not  of  this  Opinion,  he 
would  never  prefs  fo  earnestly  upon  us 
to  enter  into  his  Method  of  drinking 
cold  Water,  which  he  fays,  T.  30  In 

his  old  Method - He  believes  to 

be  the  moft  innocent  and  yet  mofl  powerful 
Aperient ,  unlefs  we  may  except  Mercury. 
Now  by  the  former,  namely,  the  Ple¬ 
thora,  the  fmall  Capillary  Arteries  of 
the  cortical  and  medullary  Subftance  of 
the  Brain,  muft  of  Neceflity  be  very 
much  compreffed,  fince  the  larger  are 
fo  much  diftended  ;  and  by  the  latter, 
namely,  the  Vifcidity  of  the  circulating 
Fluids,  the  Blood  is  abundantly  toogrofs 
to  pafs  freely  through  the  faid  cortical 
Subftance,  whence  the  Secretion  of 
the  Spirits  cannot  poflibly  be  duly  per¬ 
formed.  In  Confideration  therefore 
that  Venefedtion  removes,  as  I  have  al¬ 
ready  demonftrated,  both  the  too 
great  Compreflion  of  the  Capillary 
Arteries,  and  the  Vifcidity  of  the  Blood, 
it  muft  be  undeniably  granted,  that 
Venefedtion  very  much  affedfs  the  ner¬ 
vous  Juice.  In 
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In  CP.  71.  and  the  two  enfuing,  our 
JVater-Doflor  furioufly  attacks  the  No¬ 
tion  of  Concoction.  That .  we  may 
therefore  be  apprifed  of  the  Force  of 
his  Reafoning,  it  will  not,  I  am  apt  to 
believe,  be  amifs  to  relate  his  Argu¬ 
ments. 

In  J\  72.  He  informs  us  in  his  ufual 
way  of  Reafoning— -I  think  I  may  fay , 
there  neither  is  nor  can  le  any  fuch  Con- 
coStion  of  the  fehrifick  Matter  in  the 
Blood — Be  attentive,  for  as  it  would  to¬ 
tally  flop  the  Circulation ,  fo  ’ iis  impoffible 
fuch  Matter  fiould  ever  get  through  the 
Capillary  Arteries ,  &c.  fo  as  to  be  carried 
off  either  by  infenfible  or  fenfible  Ferfpi- 
ration. 

In  this  Sentence  the  Reverend  Do¬ 
ctor  has  committed  feveral  Blunders. 
Fir  ft,  He  contradicts  himfelf.  A  lit¬ 
tle  above  in  the  fame  Page,  he  fays, 
Fhyficians  only  watch  over  fome  violent 
and  dangerous  Symptoms  till  they  obferve 
fome  Signs  of  Concoction  ‘  from  which  it 
is  evident,  that  he  here  plainly  allows 

F  that 
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that  there  is  a  Concoction,  and  that  ’tis 
manifeft  by  fome  Signs ;  yet  in  the  ve¬ 
ry  fame  Moment  he  oppofes  himfelf, 
and  affirms  that  ’tis  impoffible  that 
there  can  be  a  ConcoCtion ;  if  this  be 
not  a  manifeft  Contradiction,  let  the 
Reader  determine :  I  fhould  therefore  be 
very  much  pleafed,  if  the  ingenious  Do¬ 
ctor  would  take  fome  Pains  to  unravel 
this  Myftery,  and  render  his  Perfor¬ 
mance  confiftent  with  it  felf. 

In  the  next  Place,  he  fuppofes  that 
the  morbifick  Matter  is  iomething 
widely  different  from  the  Mafsof  Blood 
it  felf.  And,  Thirdly,  he  is  of  Opinion, 
that  ConcoCtion  is  fome  ACtion  no  Way 
confequent  upon  the  Circulation,  but 
on  the  contrary,  entirely  oppofite  to  it. 
Both  which  are  the  Chimeras  of  his 
own  Brain,  and  have  no  Foundation  in 
the  Nature  of  Things. 

The  Blood  is  an  heterogeneous  Flu¬ 
id,  compos’d  of  different  kinds  of  Par¬ 
ticles,  poffeffed  of  different  forts  of  Fi¬ 
gure,  and  various  Degrees  of  Bulk, 

Soli- 
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Solidity,  and  Attraction,  confequently 
fufceptible  of  different  Degrees  of  Mo¬ 
tion,  and  capable  when  mov’d  to  make 
different  Impreflions  upon  one  another, 
as  alfo  upon  the  Canals  through  which 
they  circulate.  Whenever  therefore 
the  whole  Mafs  is  fo  chang’d  as  to 
Quantity  or  Motion,  or  when  the  Par¬ 
ticles  of  which  it  is  compofed  are  fo 
alter’d  as  to  Bulk,  Solidity,  Figure  or 
Motion,  that  the  wonted  Secretions 
cannot  be  duly  performed,  the  Body 
is  then  in  a  morbid  State  ;  the  circula¬ 
ting  Fluids  thus  chang’d,  are  the  mor- 
bifick  Matter,  and  this  State  of  the 
Diforder  is  the  State  of  Crudity.  But 
when  by  the  Force  of  the  Heart  impel¬ 
ling,  the  Affiftance  of  the  Air  in  Refpi- 
ration,  the  Elafticity  of  the  Veflels,  in 
which  the  Humours  move,  and  the  In¬ 
fluence  of  the  Medicines  adminiftred, 
the  Particles  of  the  morbifick  Matter 
are  fo  chang’d  in  every  Circumftauce, 
as  to  be  fit  to  pafs  through  the" diffe¬ 
rent  fecerning  Canals,  ConcoCfion  is 

C  a  then 
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then  perform’d,  which  in  other  Words 
is  no  more  than  fuch  a  Change  of  the 
Particles  as  I  have  already  mention’d. 
’Pis  plain  therefore,  that  there  is  a 
ConcoCtion,  that  it  does  not  flop  the 
Circulation,  that  this  Conco&ion  is 
made  in  the  Arteries,  that  the  morbi- 
fick  Matter  is  the  very  Blood  it  felf, 
and  that  by  Concoction  the  Particles  of 
the  morbifick  Matter  are  fo  chang’d, 
as  to  be  fit  to  get  through  the  Capillar 
ry  Arteries,  both  by  infenfible  and 
fenfible  Perfpiration. 

-  But  to  give  a  more  extenfive  View 
of  the  Force  of  his  Reafoning,  ’tis  only 
neceffary  to  take  into  Confideration  the 
following  Inftance.:  2\  73.  wherein  he 
gives  us  this  Account;  Dr.  Sydenham 
jays,  ConcoBiOn  is  the  Separation  of  the 
morbifick  Matter  from  that  which  is  found 
and  healthful :  For  Goodnefs  fake  let 
us  hear  his  Method  of  Arguing  upon 
this  ;  If  he  means  in  the  Blood,  fuch  Se¬ 
paration  would  make  the  Matter  worfe , 
and  the  Fever  more  dangerous.  If  he 

means, 
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means  that  which  is  carried  out  of  the 
Blood,  where  ts  his  Notion  of  Concodion  ? 

Our  Author  egregioufly  miftakes  Dr. 
Sydenham  in  this  Place,  confequently 
forms  a  Chimera  of  his  own,  againft 
which  he  has  planted  his  inconsiderable 
Battery.  Inftead  therefore  of  oppofing 
the  Notion  of  Concoction,  he  only 
expofes  to  Ridicule  his  own  Miftake. 
Dr.  Sydenham ,  in  this  Place,  by  Con- 
coCtion,  does  not  mention  the  Change 
of  the  morbifick  Matter,  as  to  Bulk, 
Figure,  Cohefion,  Solidity,  Mobility, 
18c.  fo  as  to  render  it  fit  to  pafs  thro* 
the  fecerning  Veffels,  which  is  proper¬ 
ly  ConcoCtion,  and  previoufly  necefla- 
ry  for  a  due  Separation  ;  but  the  very 
Critical  Evacuation  it  felf  of  the  morbi¬ 
fick  Matter  after  Concodtion  has  been 


made. 


But  for  once  let  us  humour  the'  Re¬ 
verend  Gentleman,  and  fuppofe  with 
him  that  Dr.  Sydenham  meant  as  he 
fays  ;  yet  from  thence  it  does  not  at  all 
follow,  'that,  tho’  this  Separation  or 

Con- 
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Concoftion  be  made  in  the  Blood,  it 
fhould  make  the  Matter  worfe,  and  the 
Fever  more  dangerous ;  for  Concodi- 
on  is  an  Adion  proceeding  from  the 
Force  of  Nature  conquering  the  Dif- 
eafe,  how  therefore  can  that  which  is 
in  fome  Meafure  i'ubdued,  become  pof- 
feffed  of  greater  Power  than  before, 
fince  its  Efficacy  gradually  decreafes, 
and  the  Strength  of  the  Force  overcom¬ 
ing  is  proportionably  advanced  ?  This 
his  Argument  therefore  can  no  Way 
fupport  the  Caufe  for  which  he  defign- 
ed  it.  .i  •  ' 


His  other,  namely, — — If  he  means 
that  (I  fuppofe  the  Words  Morbifick 
Matter  muft  be  underftood  here)  which 
is  carried  out  of  the  Bloody  where  is  his 
Notion  of  Concoflion. 

Why,  where  it  was  before.  For  if 
Part  of  the  morbifick  Matter  be  lepa- 
rated  from  the  Blood,  or  carried  out 
of  it,  as  he  expreffes  it,  it  muft  have 
been  fitted  for  that  Separation,  or  in 
other  Words,  it  muft  have  been  con- 

coded. 
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co&ed,  or  fo  changed,  as  to  Bulk, 
is 1c.  as  to  be  difcharged  through  the  fe- 
veral  fecerning  Canals,  consequently 
the  remaining  Quantity  of  Humours 
muft  be  lefs,  and  the  Force  of  Nature 
fo  much  the  ftronger. 

In  the  fame  Page  he  proceeds  thus, 
in  his  old  accuftomed  Manner, - I be¬ 

lieve  the  morbifick  Matter  in  the  Blood, 
never  is  nor  can  be ,  while  it  circulates  in 
the  Blood,  fo  thick,  or  oj  fuch  grofs  “Parts , 
but  they  are  fit  enough  to  go  out  by  Sweat , 
if  the  natural  Secretion  were  not  fiogt  by 
the  Violence  of  the  Fever. 

What  does  the  Doctor  mean  by  this 
Way  of  talking  ?  Becaufe  forfooth  he 
tells  us,  be  believes  it,  does  it  therefore 
neceffarily  follow  that  all  Mankind  muft 
believe  it  too  ?  I  could  with  our  reve¬ 
rend  Sire  had  been  fo  complaifant  as  to 
apprife  the  World  of  the  Grounds  upon 
which  he  has  eftablilhed  his  Belief, 
that  we  might  have  known  whether 
-  they  be  fufficient  to  engage  us  to  concur 
in  the  fame.  I  would  fain  know 

what 
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what  the  Doctor’s  Opinion  of  a  Fever  is, 
namely,  whether  it  be  primarily  an 
Effed  or  a  Caufe.  If  he  takes  it  to  be 
an  Effect,  as  I  am  fomewhat  inclinable 
to  believe  he  will  fcarcely  deny  ;  it  cer¬ 
tainly  muft  be  produced  by  fomething 
either  external,  from  the  Application 
of  which,  the  Canals  are  primarily  affe- 
ded  ;  or  internal,  which  firft  influen¬ 
ces  the  Fluids,  By  either  Way  there 
muft  be  fomething  retained  within  the 
Body,  which  diforders  the  natural  Se¬ 
cretions,  whence  a  Fever  takes  its  rife  ; 
for  if  it  be  not  retained,  it  cannot  pof- 
fibly  difturb,  fince  all  Adion  of  Bodies 
is  by  immediate  Contad,  and  what  is 
not  prefent  cannot  ad.  ’Tis  therefore 
very  obvious,  from  the  Diforders  rai- 
fed  in  the  Animal  Oeconomy,  that  the 
Particles  of  the  morbifick  Matter  are  fo 
thick,  and  grofs,  that  they  cannot  pafs 
through  the  different  Strainers;  for 
cou’d  they  be  eliminated,  there  would 
benoDifeafe;  hence  arifes  a  ‘Plethora, 
confequently  Obftrudions,  and  a  great¬ 
er 
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er  Vifcidity.  Thence  the  Circuit  fox' 
the  Fluids  become  fhorter,  and  there¬ 
fore  their  Return  to  the  Heart  is  quick¬ 
er,  the  Veffels  are  diftended,  and  the 
Heat  of  the  whole  Body  is  greater ;  or 
in  a  Word,  a  Fever  is  raifed.  There¬ 
fore  a  Fever  is  at  fir  ft  occaiioned  by  the 
Groffnefs  of  the  morbifick  Matter  retain¬ 
ed,  and  this  Vifcidity  is  afterwards  aug¬ 
mented  by  the  V iolence  of  the  Fever, 
which  is  the  Propofition  that  was  to  be 
proved. 

III.  Thus  far  I  have  traced  our  Au¬ 
thor  in  the  Explication  or  Account  of 
the  Matters  upon  which  he  has  found¬ 
ed  the  whole  of  his  Performance ;  what¬ 
ever  elle  is  in  his  long  Pamphlet,  is 
only  a  Catalogue  of  Cures  performed 
by  the  Efficacy  of  cold  Water,  or  a 
Lift  of  fuch  Difeales  in  which  he  has 
had  no  Experience,  but  verily  be¬ 
lieves  that  it  will  prove  advantage¬ 
ous. 
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Had  the  Doctor  been  truly  apprised 
of  the  Truth  of  what  he  mentions,  P. 
]  o,  and  i  ! .  viz.  IVe  may  reafon  a  little 
upon  our  Experience ,  and  Rcajon  will-  help 
us  to  apply  our  Experience  to  parallel 
Cafes  but  then  we  mujl  be  pretty  fure 
the  Cafes  are  parallel ;  I  lay,  if  he  had 
duly  confidered  this,  he  fcarcely  would 
have  ventured  to  publifh  his  Farrago. 
Can  the  Dodlor  imagine,  that  every 
one  who  reads  his  Book,  is  capable  of 
knowing  whether  his  Cafe  is  exactly 
parallel  with  the  Cafes  before-menti- 
on’d,  wherein  he  fays  Cold  Water  has 
made  a  Cure?  1  allure  him,  there  is 
no  Poffibility  of  any  fuch  thing,  for 
his  Accounts  of  Matters  are  fo  ccnrus’d, 
injudicious,  and  impelled:,  that  it  is 
impoffible  that  even  a  Phylician  fhould 
give  a  proper  Determination  in  the  Af¬ 
fair.  For  the  Proof  of  this  1  will  here 
infert  only  one  Cafe,  as  a  Specimen, 
a  ccord  i  n  g  as  h  e  h  a  s  gi  v  e  n  u  s  t  h  e  R  e  1  a  tion . 

The  hr  ft  that  1  (hall  mention  is  in  P. 
aa.  wherein  he  delivers  this  Account. 

— There 
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..—'There  was  a  Woman  in  our  Neighbour¬ 
hood  that  fell  ill ,  and  died  of  a  mofi  malig¬ 
nant  Fever.  The  Women  that  came  a- 
bout  her,  flicked  not  to  jay^  it  was  little 
better  than  the  Flague.  Her  Hufband 
then  kept  a  Cojfce-Houfe.  There  was  an 
Acquaintance  of  mine  to  whom  1  had  told 
my  Experience  ( which  I  often  did  to  feve- 
raf  tho  few  regarded  it)  that  was  then 
drinking  a  Difh  of  Coffee  at  his  Houfe. 
The  Man ,  while  the  Clergy-man  was  therei 
fell  ill  with  the  mofi  violent  Symptoms 
that  ufe  to  happen  in  the  beginning  of  ma¬ 
lignant  Fevers.  The  Man  ownd  himfelf 
to  be  much  worfe  than  his  Wife  was  when 
fhe  began  to  be  ilf  and  faid  he  (hould  cer¬ 
tainly  die.  The  Clergy-man  perfwaded 
him  to  go  to  Bed ,  and  faid  he  thought  he 
could  cure  him  :  1  he  Man  thought  he 

O 

banter  d  him  ;  but  was  at  lafl  per /waded 
to  go  to  Bed  fie  brought  him  up  a  Quart 
of  W ater,  and  made  him  drink  it  off  : 
He  fell  into  a  violent  Sweat  m  a  little 
time ,  fweat  all  ‘Day,  and  the  nest  Day 
was  well. 

G  2 
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if  therefore,  as  ’tis  evident  all  Per- 
ions  that  either  read  his  Treatife,  or 
hear  of  his  Experience  this  way,  are 
not  capacitated  for  making  fuch  a  Tri¬ 
al,  what  mull  the  Publick  think  of  the 
Do&or’s  Judgment  and  Prudence,  who 
fo  earneftly  prelTes  upon  all  to  make  re¬ 
peated  Trials  of  his  Experiment,  and 
ieems  to  queftion  the  Wifdom  of  fuch 
as  do  not  readily  engage  in  his  Method 
of  Dabbling  ?  For  in  T.  24,.  he  appears 
to  be  in  a  Paffion,  and  fays, — -He  is  no 
wife  Man  that  hears  what  1  affert ,  and 
believes  it ,  that  will  negleH  it  too  long , 
and  make  an  Experiment  upon  himfelj ,  or 
any  body  elfe.  Since  then,  as  the  Do¬ 
ctor  himfelf  acknowledges  in  his  own 
beautiful  manner  of  Expreffion,  !P.  77, 
••—Fevers  are  fuch  tickle  things ,  and  the 
good  or  lad  Succefs  the  ‘Phyfician  has  in  the 
Cure  of  them ,  depends  upon  jo  many  acci¬ 
dental  things,  that  he  believes  'tis  hard 
for  the  mofl  judicious  ‘ thyfician  to  make 
any  well  eflablif/jcd  Objervaiion ,  when 
Blooding  does  good  or  hurt .  May  it  not 

rea- 
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reafonably  be  demanded.  Is  it  not  a- 
bundantly  difficult  upon  the  fame  Ac¬ 
count  for  an  illiterate  Perfon  to  deter¬ 
mine  exa&ly,  when  Water  adminiftred 
as  he  directs  will  accomplifh  what  he 
expe&s  ?  Are  there  not  a  Variety  of 
Circumftances  in  one  and  the  fame  Dif- 
eafe,  that  call  for  a  very  different  man¬ 
ner  of  Treatment  ?  Shall  Mankind 
therefore  be  lo  fenfelefs  to  venture  their 
Health,  Life,  and  all  that  is  dear  and 
valuable,  upon  fuch  precarious  a  foot¬ 
ing  ?  There  is  indeed  a  Poffibility  that 
cold  Water,  when  duly  adminiftred  by 
a  prudent  Phyfician,  in  proper  Circum¬ 
ftances,  may  be  very  lerviceable.  But  if 
it  be  not  prefcrib’d  under  proper  Limi¬ 
tations,  what  will  be  the  Confequence 
but  certain  Death,  a  lingering  Sicknefs, 
or  a  ruin’d  Conftitution  ?  How  can  the 
Doffor  therefore  excufe  himfelf,  when 
after  a  ferious  Reflection  he  muft  be  ob¬ 
lig’d  to  own  thar  many  will  fall  (unlels 
happily  prevented)  a  Sacrifice  to  his 
imprudent  Zeal,  and  their  own  Folly, 

and 
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and  leave  their  Relations  and  Friends 
imprerating  the  Almighty’s  Vengeance 
upon  the  Quack  for  publilhing  his  crude 
and  indigefted  Notions.  The  which 
is  of  a  far  more  fatal  Confequence,  than 
what  he  imagines  in  his  Preface,  viz. 

- That  if  upon  a  fair  Trial  (which  is 

all  he  defires )  it  be  found  to  fail ,  he  mufl 
hear  the  'Dijgrace  of  amufing  thelVorld 
with  Inch  a  ‘Propofal. 

There  is  certainly  what  rhe  Phyfici- 
ans  call  an  Idiofyncr afy ,  or  fuch  a  par¬ 
ticular  Difpoiition  in  the  Fluids  and 
Canals,  peculiar  to  each,  as  renders 
the  Addons,  Functions,  Operations, 
Paffions,  Inclinations,  Appetites,  and 
Aversions,  in  one  pixuFgioufly  diffe¬ 
rent  from  what  they  are  in  others  ; 
hence  it  is  that  tho’  the  fame  Difeafe 
fhould  Seize  feveral  at  the  fame  Time, 
whofoever  will  undertake  to  manage 
all  exactly  alike,  will  find  himlelf 
wretchedly  miftaken  ;  So  true  it  is,  that 
what  is  a  Remedy  to  one  will  prove  ‘Poi- 
fon  to  another  in  the  fame  Difeafe,  and 
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in  the  fame  State  of  that  Difeafe. 

Than  the  Cortex  there  is  not  certainly 
a  more  noble  Medicine  for  the  Cure  of 
Agues,  yet  how  often  do  we  find  the 
uiual  Doles  of  the  beft  Sort  of  it  fo  far 
from  being  luccefsful,  that  the  Repeti¬ 
tion  of  it  is  of  dangerous  Confequence? 
Who  then  are  the  proper  Perfons  for 
determining  this  Cafe,  but  the  experi¬ 
enced  Phyfician,  who  by  a  juft  Colla¬ 
tion  of  the  Circumftances,  will  be 
quickly  appriled  of  the  Advantage  or 
Danger  that  will  enfue.  Since  there¬ 
fore  this  is  undeniable ;  who  but  a  Mad¬ 
man,  altho’  he  has  fo  often  heard  the 
Bark  celebrated  for  the  Cure  of  Agues, 
will  venture  upon  the  life  of  it  without 
proper  Advice.  The  Knowledge  of 
the  common  Operation  of  Medicines 
is  no  Secret,  every  Apothecary  and  old 
Woman,  even  the  renowned  Webb, 
and  French  Empirick  in  Spittle-fields, 
know  that  both  Jalap  and  Manna  will 
purge,  but  yet  fuch  puny  Creatures  as 
thefe,  cannot  diftinguifh  the  Cafes  in 

which 
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which  the  one  will  be  of  Advantage, 
and  the  other  not.  No,  this  is  a  Mat¬ 
ter  too  abftrufe  for  their  weak  Heads, 
the  Decifion  of  this  Point  requires  be- 
fides  an  exa£t  Knowledge  of  the  Difeafe 
it  felf,  in  all  the  different  Circumffances 
of  Caufes,  Time  and  Symptoms,  a  pro¬ 
per  Acquaintance  of  the  Strufture  of 
the  Parts  affeiffed,  and  a  perfect  Idea 
of  the  Medicine  it  lelf,  as  to  the  Analy- 
fisof  its  component  Parts,  and  the  Influ¬ 
ence  fuch  and  fuch  Particles  will  have 
either  upon  the  Solids  and  Fluids,  when 
adminiftred.  Hence  1  believe  ’tis  pret¬ 
ty  apparent,  that  ’tis  the  Philofopher 
only  that  is  fit  to  engage  in  the  Admi- 
niftration  of  Phyfick. 

Was  there  no  other  Objection 
than  the  Nature  of  our  Climate,  it 
would  be  l’ufficient  to  banifh  this  Me¬ 
thod  from  among  us;  theSeafonsof 
our  Years  are  too  temperate,  and  the 
Conftitutions  of  our  Bodies  are  too 
moderate,  to  admit  of  the  Practice  in¬ 
differently.  I  do  not  deny,  but  that 

there 
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there  may  be  fome  Circum fiances  in 
which  the  life  of  cold  Water  given  as 
a  Sweat  will  effect  a  Cure,  but  mull 
we  upon  this  run  a  madding,  and  there¬ 
fore  prefcribe  it  in  all  ?  No  certainly, 
for  as  the  Judicious  Horace  expreffes  it, 

Eft  modus  in  rebus  funt  certi  denique  fines , 

Quos  ultra  citraque  nequit  confiflere  reftum. 

Sure,if,as  the  Doctor  boafls,he  had  read 
Phyfick  fo  long,  he  might  have  been 
better  informed  than  to  entertain  a 
Notion  that  any  one  Medicine  can  be 
always  effectual  in  any  Dileafe.  As 
the  fame  Diforder  takes  its  rife  from 
various  and  contrary  Caufes,  the  Me¬ 
thod  of  Cure  mufl  be  alfo  varied.  In 
this  therefore  the  Phyfician  and  the 
Empirick  are  different,  the  former  acts 
by  a  rational  Deduction  drawn  from  e- 
vident  Principles,  and  the  latter  depend¬ 
ing  entirely  upon  his  own  Experiments, 
hit  or  mil's,  will  venture  without  the 
concurring  Abidance  of  Reafon. 

H.  The 
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The  Surgeons  indeed  may  be  thank¬ 
ful  to  the  Doctor  for  his  Performance, 
and  vigoroufly  efpoufe  his  Caufe  ;  for 
if  his  Method  be  put  in  Practice,nofmall 
Advantage  will  accrue  to  them.  By 
repeated  Draughts  of  cold  Water,  the 
Spring  of  the  Solids  will  be  much  im¬ 
paired,  and  the  Motion  of  the  Fluids 
will  confequently  be  flacken’d,  whence 
the  Force  of  Nature  being  weaken’d, 
Abfeeffes,  Apoftems,  Oedematous  Tu¬ 
mours,  and  luch  like  Diforders,  mull 
take  their  Rife,  and  notwithftanding  his 
beloved  Sentence  ; 

Quo  fedatior  efl  Sanguis ,  eo  melius  erumgent 
Tu fiulx. 

The  Doctor  will  find  himfelf  in  a  mife> 
rable  Miftake.  A  Fever  is  an  Effort 
of  Nature,  to  throw  off  fomething  that 
is  offenfive  ;  if  Nature  therefore  be  fo 
far  opprefs’d  by  his  cold  Water,  that  it 
cannot  make  proper  Efforts,  what  will 
be  the  Confequence,  but  an  extreme 
Laxity  of  the  Veffels,  and  too  great  an 

Effu- 
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Effufion  of  the  Juices,  whence  arife 
colloquative  Sweats ,  extreme  Languor , 
Dr  op  fie  s,  Cachexies ,  Fluxes, lofs of  Appe¬ 
tite,  Paintings  y  Gangrenes ,  and  ‘Death. 
A  mean  is  beft  in  all  Things.  Too 
much  may  be  done  as  well  as  too  lit¬ 
tle,  and  every  Perfon  is  not  a  proper 
Judge  in  thofe  Affairs.  ’Tis  therefore 
abundantly  more  prudent  to  abftain 
from  that  which  may  prove  detrimen¬ 
tal,  than  to  run  the  Hazard  of  its  pro¬ 
ving  advantageous. 

Our  Doctor  and  all  his  Family,  ex¬ 
cept  his  Wife  (for  of  her  I  find  not  the 
ieaft  Mention  in  the  whole  Pamphlet, 
as  any  way  affected  by  cold  Water)  are 
of  a  hot  and  fiery  Conftitution,  and 
therefore  found  Benefit  by  the  Ufeof 
cold  Water.  But  this  is  no  Conle- 
quence  that  all  ate  of  the  fame  Difpo- 
fition,  and  muff  therefore  make  Ufe 
of  cold  Water.  If  the  Doctor  s  Lo- 
gick  is  no  better  than  this,  1  find  he 
has  made  as  little  Advantage  by  Arifto- 
tlej  as  he  has  done  by  Bellini.  Where- 

H  2.  fore 
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fore  I  would  advife  him,  before  he 
writes  again,  to  make  himfelf  Matter 
of  Malbranch's  Search  after  T  ruth.  Lock's 
El  Jay  of  Human  Under  (landing.  Norris's 
Ideal  World  ;  and  the  Art  of  Thinking. 
By  thefe  his  reafoning  Faculty  will  be 
fomewhat  enlighten’d,  and  his  Judg¬ 
ment  better  form’d,  both  for  the  Study 
of  Theology,  and  the  Theory  of  Phy- 
fick. 


4 

Having  proceeded  thus  far  in  (hew¬ 
ing  the  Frroneoufnefs  of  the  Doctor’s 
Motions,  and  the  apparent  Danger  con- 
fequent  upon  this  Method,  I  (hall  only 
infert  a  Paflage  or  two,  where  his 
Judgment,  and  Regard  for  the  Health 
of  his  Fellow-Creatures,  will  appear  in 
a  more  perfedt  Light. 

In  T.  29.  He  informs  us  thus, — As 
to  the  Cure  of  Quartan  Agues ,  1  hctvc  no 
Experience,  but  1  as  verily  believe  that 
jucb  a  Quantity  of  cold  Water  taken  as  I 
have  directed,  would  in  fome  Time  cure 
the  mofi  obfiinate  Quartan ,  as  if  I  had 
feen  it ,  tho'  I  cannot  fo  pofitively  ajfert  it. 

What 
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What  a  Heap  of  inconliftent  Jargon 
is  there  here  !  He  afferts  the  Propofiti- 
on  as  poiitively  as  ’tis  poffible  for  any 
one  to  affert,  and  yet  he  tells  us  he  can¬ 
not  fo  pofitively  affert  it.  He  informs 
us, that  he  as  verily  believes  that  fuch  a 
Quantity  of  cold  Water  taken  as  he  di¬ 
rects,  would  in  fome  Time  cure  the 
mod  cbftinate  Quartan,  as  if  he  had 
feen  it  ;  altho’  with  the  very  fame 
Breath  he  allows  that  he  has  had  no 
Experience  of  it;  for  by  the  By,  his 
Experience  is  not  only  fuch  as  he  him- 
felf  has  been  engaged  in,  but  alfo  fuch 
as  has  been  related  to  him.  I  could 
wifh  the  good  Do6ior  would  unfold  us 
this  Myftery.  If  Faith  or  Belief  be 
the  Affent  of  the  Mind  given  to  the 


Teftimony  of  another,  howisitpom- 
ble  for  him  to  believe  that  which  was 
never  related  to  him  by  another  ?  If  he 
has  any  found  lubftantial  Reafons 
drawn  from  the  Nature  of  the  Dilor- 
der  and  Medicine,  how  can  he  fay  that 
he  believes  the  Propofition  thusfup- 

ported, 
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ported,  fince  fuch  is  not  the  Object  of 
Faith  or  Belief,  but  real  Knowledge. 
But  by  the  way,  if  he  has  had  any 
fuch  Reafons,  how  came  it  that  he  did 
not  difcover  them  to  the  Publick.  And 
fince  he  has  not  imparted  them,  how 
can  he  fuppofe  that  any  will  give  their 
Aflent  to  what  he  fays,  fince  he  af¬ 
firms  that  he  has  had  no  Experience, 
nor  has  taken  the  Pains  to  convince 
them  with  the  fame  Reafons  by  which 
he  was  oblig’d  to  yield  his  Aflent  ? 
Laftly,  Suppofing  that  he  had  feen  a 
very  obftinate  Quartan  cur’d  by  the 
life  of  cold  Water,  as  he  dire&s,  I 
would  fain  know  whether  he  would 
not  pofitively  aflert  it  ?  He  anfwers  he 
would  as  freely  in  this  as  in  the  other 
Cafes.  1  therefore  defire  to  know 
what  is  the  Realon  that  he  cannot  fo 
pofitively  aflert  it,  fince  he  tells  me  that 
he  as  veriiv  believes  it  as  if  he  had  feen  it. 

As  a  further  Inftance  of  his  furpri- 
zing  Method  of  Reafoning,  and  Con¬ 
cern  for  the  Welfare  of  Mankind,  take 

the 
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the  following  Sentence,  which  imme¬ 
diately  fucceeds  what(  was  quoted  laft 

out  of  5P.  29. - He  believes  that  there 

is  nothing  commonly  known  that  will  do 
more  Good  in  the  Cafe  of  an  objlinate 
Quartan ,  than  cold  JVater  taken  as  he  has 
directed ;  or  if  it  Jhould  fail  of  curing, ,  do 
lefs  Hurt  than  this.  2  ’ake  it  as  often  as 
you  will ,  whether  it  work  the  Cure  or 
not. 

In  order  to  engage  us  to  obferve  his 
Directions,  he  tells  us  in  his  own  ele¬ 
gant  Way,  that— - He  durft  pawn  all 

that  he  is  worthy  it  will  do  no  Body  any 
Harm. 

A  Philofophical  Way  of  Reafoning 
indeed,  and  very  proper  to  prevail  with 
People  to  run  the  rifqueof  their  Health 
and  Life  !  He  believes,  but  the  Jeft 
is,  he  has  no  Experience  to  ground  his 
Belief  upon  ;  how  therefore  can  he  be 
fo  urgent  in  advifing  the  Ignorant  to 
run  fuch  Hazards  ?  The  Reafon  is  ob¬ 
vious  ;  the  whole  of  his  Studies  depend 
upon  Belief,  fo  by  a  Cuftom  this  Way, 

he 
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he  has  got  a  Habit,  and  enlarged  his 
Confcience  fo  far,  as  to  believe  any 
Thing,  even  in  Matters  Philol’ophical ; 
altho’  he  has  no  Grounds  for  it.  Now 
being  converfant  in  perfwading  the 
Populace  to  entertain  his  Articles 
of  Faith  in  religious  Affairs,  he  can’t 
forget  his  old  Practice,  but  muft  in¬ 
culcate  what  he  entertains  in  Relation 
to  Phyfick  upon  others  alfo  ;  and  for 
Want  of  a  better  Reafon,  will  venture 
to  lay  Wagers,  and  pawn  all  that  he  is 
worth.  This  puts  me  in  Mind  of  the 
following  Lines  in  Hudibras. 


I  have  often  heard  from  Antient  Stagers , 
That  Tools  for  (Argument  lay  Wagers. 

-r  ■  *  •  - '  )  '  *  4 

I  hope  that  this  is  not  the  Do&or’s  Cafe, 
and  therefore  expert  that  the  Author 
of  Febrijugum  Magnum  will  take  Care 
to  employ  fix  or  ten  Months  more 
in  the  Study  of  Phyfick,  before  he  ven¬ 
tures  to  publifh  any  Thing  again,  that 
we  may  find  in  his  Performance  fome 

better 
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better  kind  of  Reafon  than  I  think ,  I 
verily  believe ,  &c. 

:  In  T.  47.  He  turns  from  Matters 
Phylical  to  the  common  Affairs  of  Life, 
and  very  generoufly  tells  us,  T.  48, 
That  when  he  was  [pent  and  fatigued, ,  he 
very  much  wanted  fometbing  to  refrefh 
him ,  and  take  off  his  Wcarinefs.  He 
drank  Canary ,  Malaga ,  and  Tent ,  for 
many  Tears  •  as  aljo  Jlrong  Ale  warm’d, 
and  fmall  Beer ,  but  none  of  thefe  anfwer- 
ed  his  end ,  till  he  came  to  the  Knowledge 
of  the  Virtues  of  Water.  Then  he  try'd 
another  Experiment  upon  Water.  He  cut 
a  large  thin  Slice  of  Breads  toajled  it 
carefully  and  throughly ,  without  burning, , 
put  it  hot  from  the  Fire  in  a  Tint  of  cold 
Water ,  let  it  fland  a  while ,  and  then  fet 
it  on  the  Fire  till  it  was  as  hot  as  one 
would  drink  Tea.  This  thus  managed, j 
will  refrcfb  him  more,  and  take  off  any 
Fatigue  or  Wearine/s,  fooner  than  any 
firong  Wines ,  flrong  Ale ,  fmall  Beer 
warm'd ,  Coffee  or  Tea  (for  he  has  try' d 
them  all)  or  any  other  Liquor  that  he 

I  knows 
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knows  of.  And  in  another  Place,  out 
of  a  tender  Concern  for  Running-foot¬ 
men,  he  tells  us.  Were  he  to  run  for  a 
Wager,  let  others  choofe  what  Liquor  they 
pleafe ,  Water  Jhould  be  his. 

Much  gopd  may  he  have  with  his 
Toaft  and  Water,  finee  it  agrees  fo 
well  with  him  ;  however  this  is  no  fa- 
tisfa&ory  Proof  that  it  will  be  equally 
beneficial  to  all  >  for  what  our  Proverb 
remarks  is  very  juft,  viz.  What  is  one 
Mans  Meat  is  another's  Toijon.  So  with 
equal  Appearance  of  Truth,  I  may  al- 
fert,  what  has  pfov’d  a  Medicine  to 
him,  will  be  the  Deftrutftion  of  others, 
it  uncautioufly  us’d.  But  by  the  By, 
it  may  not  be  improper  to  put  him  in 
Mind  of  the  Apoftle’s  Advice  to  Timo¬ 
thy ,  viz.  Mix  a  little  Wine  with  thy  Wa¬ 
ter  for  thy  Stomach  Sake.  He  muft  re¬ 
member,  that  he  is  now  near  the  De¬ 
cline  of  Life,  and  that  the  Infirmities 
of  Age  demand  a  moderate  Glafs.  Be- 
fides  this,  there  is  another  Reafon, 
namely,  the  brigh tiling  his  Fancy,  and 

ftrength- 
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ftrengthning  his  Judgment,  for  as  fure 
as  the  following  Lines,  which  are  the 
Judgment  of  Gentlemen  who  have  been 
a  little  better  acquainted  with  the  The¬ 
ory  and  Practice  of  Phyfick  than  ever 
our  Reverend  Doctor  was,  are  Matter 
of  Fad,  viz. 

Tottis  <Aqtu  j umPtus  contederiti  incommoda 
pra/lat, 

Hinc  friget  Stomachm  crudw  IS  inde  Cibus . 

So  fure  is  that  alfo  true  which  old  Cra- 
to  mentions  as  quoted  by  our  old  Friend 
Horace. 

Nulla  placer e  diu,  nec  vivere  Qarmina  pofluftt, 
Qua  Jcribentur  eAqua  potoribus • — - •. 

This  I  am  inclinable  to  believe  is  the 
Reafon  that  poor  Febrifugum  Magnum 
appears  in  the  World  with  fuch  a 
homely  Drefs :  That  the  Beauties  of 
Celjm ,  the  Reafonings  of  Bellini,  the 
Obfervations  of  Malpighi,  and  the  Wit 
of  Titcairne ,  is  entirely  wanting,  that 

I  a  we 
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we  cannot  difcern  any  thing  of  Ariflo- 
tle's  Organon ,  of  Suarez  %  Metaphyficks , 
nor  Keii’s  Introduction.  Had  but  fome 
of  the  Smoothnel’s  of  Cicero ,  the  man¬ 
ly  Force  of  ‘Dernojlbenes ,  or  even  the 
glaring  outfldeShew  of  Ifocrates  himfelf 
been  obferved,  Febrifugum  Magnum 
might  poffibly  have  Surviv’d  his  Pa¬ 
rent.  But  O  the  unhappy  Fate,  ’tis 
now  a  gafping  !  A  fuffocating  Catarrh 
has  Seiz’d  its  Vitals  /  And  tho’  the  good 
old  Do&or  ffiould  now  exert  his  ut- 
moft  Efforts,  wretched  Febrifugum  Mag¬ 
num  muft  certainly  fall !  In  vain  does 
he  ftrive  to  wring  its  Nofe  to  divert 

the  Defluxion  !  In  vain  does  he  drench 

_ 

its  Bowels  in  his  beloved  Toaft  and 
Water !  Nay,  flew’d  Prunes  thern- 
1’eives  are  of  no  Efficacy  !  All  thefe  are 
vain  Efforts  J  They  only  contribute  the 
more  to  its  Deftruftion,  and  jointly 
confpire  to  accomplish  its  End  !  • 

And  no  Wonder  fuch  fhould  be  its 
Fate,  fince  all  Mankind,  as  well  as  the 
facetious  Horace ,  allow  that  Wine, 

.  r  Spes 
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Spes  jubet  ejje  rat  as ;  in  prxlia  crudit  inermen] 
Sollicitis  animis  onus  eximit  addocet  Artes. 

How  therefore  can  we  expect  to  fee  a- 
ny  bright  or  judicious,  when  the  Mo¬ 
tion  of  the  Fluids  is  flow,  the  Bulk  of 
the  Particles  grofs,  the  Spring  of  the 
Solids  broken,  and  the  Quantity  of  a- 
nimal  Spirits  but  very  fmall ;  all  which 
are  the  natural  Conlequences  of  repea¬ 
ted  Draughts  of  Water,  and  Dulnefs 
the  conftant  Offspring  of  thefe ;  fo 
true  is  that  Sentence  of  Galen - Mo¬ 

res  animi  fequuntur  temperamenta  corpo¬ 
ris. 

Once  more  therefore,  that  the  Pub- 
lick  may  be  better  informed,  and  di- 
ftant  Nations  may  envy  England  on 
Account  of  our  Author,  i  beg  leave 
to  advife  him  to  lay  alide  his  1  oaft  and 
Water,  and  the  life  of  cold  Water, 
and  moderately  ule  the  Juice  of  the 
Grape.;  for,  ' 

'  Tee- 
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F&Cttttdi  caliccs  quern  nonfacere  difertum  ? 

Had  this  been  his  Method  inftead  of 
the  former,  I’m  fure  the  Doctor,  and 
Wiggins  the  Shoemaker,  had  never  ap¬ 
pear’d  to  agree  fo  well  in  their  Stile 
and  Manner  of  Writing ;  for  the  Proof 
of  which,  I  will  take  Care  to  infert  an 
Hiftory  or  two  from  each,  that  the  Cu¬ 
rious,  after  an  exa£t  Obfervation  of 
their  Stile,  and  Manner,  may  candid¬ 
ly  determine  which  of  the  two  Au¬ 
thors  merits  the  greater  Share  of  Ap- 
plaufe. 

In  Febrifugum  Magnum,  P.  2 1 .  you 
will  find  this  Hiftory. 

£  I  had  a  Son  of  my  own  that  be- 
1  times  in  the  Night  fell  ill,  as  his 
4  Brothers  who  lay  in  the  lame  Cham- 
c  ber  with  him  told  me  after,  he  had 

*  fuch  Tremblings  and  Shivering?, 
4  that  the  very  Bed  (hook  under  him 
■  moft  Part  of  the  Night.  They — pray 

*  obferve—'^s  Children  ufe  to  do)  told 
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4  me  nothing  of  it;  in  the  Morning  he  got 
4  up  and  came  down  ;  in  half  an  Hour’s 
4  time  he  fell  down  in  fuch  a  Condition, 

4  that  we  thought  he  would  have  died 
4  upon  the  Spot.  We  carried  him  up  to' 

4  Bed  ;  as  foon  as  he  was  come  to  him- 
4  felf  1  made  him  drink  half  a  Pint  of 
4  cold  Water ;  he  in  a  little  Time  fell 
4  into  a  plentiful  Sweat :  He  fweat  all 
4  Day  long,  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  I  have 
4  feldom  ever  feen  any  do ;  at  Night 
4  his  Sweat  went  off ;  he  had  fweat  fo 
4  as  not  to  drench  his  Shift  and  the 
4  Sheets  only,  but  the  very  Bed  under 
4  him.  We  fhifted  him  carefully,  and 
4  the  next  Morning  he Teem’d  to  be 
4  very  well,  and  began  to  call  for 
4  Meat ;  we  kept  him  up  for  two  Days. 
4  The  next  Morning  after,  he  was  fo 
4  well  that  I  thought  he  might  come 
4  down ;  he  did  fo.  But  the  two  Doors 
4  of  the  Entry  happening  to  be  open, 
4  and  the  Wind  very  ftrong,  it  happen’d 
4  to  blow  fo  violently  upon  him,  that 
4  I  believe  he  took  Cold,  for  in  an 

4  Hour’s 
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L  Hour’s  Time  he  fell  as  ill  almoff  as 
£  before.  I  put  him  to  Bed  again,  gave 
£  him  cold  Water  as  before  :  He  fweat 
£  upon  the  Matter  as  violently  as  be- 
c  fore.  At,  or  fome  Time  before  Night 
*  the  Sweat  went  off.  We  took  Care 
£  of  him,  and  the  next  Morning  with- 
£  out  Sweating  at  all  in  the  Night,  he 

1  was  very  well  again. - 

In  jViggins’s  Catalogue,  P.  3.  you 
have  the  following  Hiftory: 

£t  Mr.  Flachfon  in  IVhite-Lyon^Tard 
t£  near  Spittle-Fields ,  was  fo  ill  of  the 
tl  Rheumatifm,  Pleurify,  Fever,  and 
£t  Fits,  and  fo  choak’d  up  with  Phlegm, 
££  that  he  could  not  move  Hand  nor 
tc  Foot,  and  his  Wife  was  told  by  a 
<£  Phyfician  he  was  a  dead  Man  ;  but 
u  fome  that  were  prefent  advifed  him 
ic  to  fend  for  me,  and  told  him  that  I 
a  had  cured  many  of  his  Neighbours, 
a  &c.  that  were  in  as  bad  a  Conditi- 

-  t 

u  on  as  he.  When  1  came,  I  found  a 
“  Room  full  of  People,  lamenting  o- 
<£  ver  him  as  pall  Recovery ;  but  to 

u  their 
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44  their  great  Amazement  I  gave  him 
w  Eafe  in  two  Hours,  and  in  fix  Davs 
44  cur’d  him. 

The  fecond  Hiftory  from  Febrifugum 
Magnum ,  is  in  P.  29.  and  is  as  follows. 

4  The  other  Inftance  I  had  from  a 
4  Perfon  of  Quality,  with  whom  I  had 
4  often  difcourfed  of  my  Experience  in 
4  this  Cafe.  He  told  me  he  met  a  poor 
4  Man  in  the  Street,  who  looked  piti- 
c  fully ;  I  fuppofe  he  gave  him  fome 
4  Charity  ;  and  enquiring  what  made 
4  him  look  fo  ill,  the  poor  Man  told 
4  him  he  had  had  an  Ague  for  half  a 
4  Year,  and  that  it  had  brought  him 
4  very  low.  The  Gentleman  advifed 
c  him  the  next  Time  his  Fit  came  on,  to 
4  go  to  Bed  and  take  l'uch  a  Quantity 
4  of  cold  Water,  and  directed  him  what 
4  to  do. 

*  Some  Time  after  he  met  him  again, 

£  and  the  Gentleman  finding  he  look- 
4  ed  well,  enquired  of  him  whether  he 
4  had  done  as  he  direfted  him.  The 
4poor  Man  told  him  he  had,  and  that 

.  K  4  it 
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4  it  took  off  his  Ague  at  the  lecond  Fit, 

1  that  is,  at  twice  taking  it.  I  had  this 
£  Account  from  the  worthy  Knight  hirn- 
4  felf. 

The  next  from  Wiggins  is  in  T,  4. 
as  follows,  1 ‘ 

cc  One  Mr.  Harris  a  Painter  in  Cree- 
c‘  Church-Tard,  was  fa  bad  with  the 
“  Gout  in  his  Stomach,  that  by  all  the 
le  Art  they  us’d,nothing  would  go  thro’ 

“  him,  tho’  he  had  taken  four  Dofes  of 
w  Phyfick,  and  two  Glyfters,  and  o- 
tc  ther  Things.  At  laft  Mrs.  Harris 
ic  calling  to  Mind  1  had  cured  her  Bro- 
u  ther,  after  he  had  lain  3  quarters  of 
a  a  Year  lame  of  the  Gout,  and  in  all 
ic  that  Time  was  not  able  ro  go  up 
ic  Stairs  without  Help  :  She  lent  for  me, 
ic  and  tho’  her  Husband  was  fo  far 
tc  fpent  that  he  could  hardly  fpeak,  I  cu- 
.  red  him  fo  well  that  he  went  •  to 
e’  work  in  four  Days. 

The  laft  that  1  thall  mention  from 
Dr.  Hancocks,  is  in  53.  and  is  this. 


‘I 
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4  I  have  likewife  had  fome  Experi- 
4  ence  of  cold  Water,  that  I  think 
c  plainly  (hews  it  muff  be  good  in  Afth- 
4  ma’s  of  any  kind,  whether  ‘Dyfpn <e» 
4  asy  thofe  irfore  properly  call’d  Aftma’s, 
4  or  fuch  a  Degree  of  an  Afthma  as  is 
1  call’d  Ortbopncea ,  where  the  Patient 
1  is  in  Danger  of  Soffocation,  if  he  lie 
4  down,  or  indeed  in  any  Difficulty  of 
4  Refpiration,  from  whatever  Caufe  it 
4  proceeds.  '  ,  , 

The  third  from  Wiggins  is  in  P.  7. 
and  is  thus  expreffed. 

44  In  the  Cholick,  lick  or  fainting 
44  Fits,  or  Suffocation  in  the  Stomach, 
44  I  give  prefent  Eafe,  let  it  proceed 
ic  from  what  Caufe  foever ;  Therefore 
44  let  none  defpair  of  Help;  for  by  the 
44  Bleffing  of  God  I  will  relieve  them 
44  by  a  pleafant  Drink,  which  is  to  be 
44  taken  as  follows :  Let  weak  Confti- 
44  tutions  take  a  Quarter  of  a  Pint  two 
44  or  three  times  a  Day,  Blood-warm, 
44  and  thole  that  are  ftronger  may  take 
44  half  a  Pint  two  or  three  time  a  Day, 

44  more 
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tc  more  or  lefs,  as  Occafion  requires. 

From  the  whole,  I  am  inclinable  to 
believe,  it  appears  pretty  plain,  that 
Dr.  Hancoche  and  JViggins  are  much  up¬ 
on  an  Equality,  in  relation  to  Language 
and  Phyfick  ,  and  that  the  latter  has  as 
many  Inftances  to  advance  the  Chara¬ 
cter  of  his  Diet-Drink,  being  in  Num¬ 
ber  above  twenty  eight,  as  the  other 
has  for  recommending  his  cold  Water. 
I  therefore  refer  it  to  the  Publick,  to 
determine  whether  either  of  them  is 
deferving  of  any  Applaufe,  or  which 
of  them  is  to  be  rather  trufted  in  Mat¬ 
ters  which  neither  feem  to  have  any 
N  otion  of. 
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